
To Whom It May Concern 

 

I hope the Committee recognizes what it's being asked to do and how conflicted the 
Jewish community is about it. I have spent a hundred hours at least studying what had 
been going on between Israel and Palestine. And what I’ve learned about the Israeli 
invasion of Gaza. And the Israeli vote of proteins. Based on all of that and much more I 
have arrived at the inescapable conclusion that Israel is an apartheid state, with a 
system of laws that clearly favors Jewish citizens and overtly treats non-Jews, 
particularly Palestinians, as inferior and with disdain. I also firmly believe that systematic 
extermination – mass murder and ethnic cleansing, in other words – is going on in 
Gaza. I strongly oppose what the nation of Israel, through its military and its illegal 
settlers and its government, are doing to Palestinians and others who personally 
oppose Israel’s mass murder policy. 
 

If S.B. 87 were law right now, my point of view and my own opinions as a Jew could be 
interpreted as and be classifiable as “antisemitic” under the IHRA definition. It means 
nothing that there is a disclaimer in S.B. 87 stating that it isn’t intended to shackle free 
speech, because it clearly is. You can’t stop me from holding and expressing my beliefs 
about what Israel is perpetrating in Gaza with flimsy censorship, but then, no one can 
fire me from my job or kick me out of school or publicly punish me.  If you make this bill 
a law, you will silence many others from sharing their views and their truth because 
those are the stakes for holding the “wrong” opinion under S.B. 87. That is why you 
must reject this proposal. 
 

Thank you for your time and attention,  
 

Carson Tompkins  
Rocky River, OH 

 


