
Dear Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and Members of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
 

My name is Ann Ghazy. I write to you as an Ohioan, part of a community of ordinary people. We 
don’t have wealth or political connections, but we make up for it. Our power comes from our grit, 
our vote, and our voice. That’s why defending our voice is existential. I stood here in December 
2024, speaking before the judiciary committee on SB297. That bill didn’t pass, but here we are 
back to fight for and protect our right to criticize a foreign government. Silencing debate under 
threat of legal or political retaliation is what truly undermines justice and freedom. We aren’t 
going to let that happen. 

Most of the proponent testimony last week claimed that no one has been penalized as a result 
of IHRA. But the record shows otherwise. The following tenured or long-term professors have 
been fired or removed from their campuses in states where the vague IHRA definition has been 
adopted: 
 

●​ Maura Finkelstein — Muhlenberg College, Pennsylvania 
●​ Ramsi Woodcock — University of Kentucky, Kentucky 
●​ Jodi Dean — Hobart and William Smith Colleges, New York 
●​ Eric Cheyfitz — Cornell University, New York​

 

Kenneth S. Stern, the lead author of the IHRA definition, warned that enshrining it in law could 
create a chilling effect. He cautioned that it was never meant to police campus speech, and 
institutions may feel pressured to silence political expression out of fear of legal consequences. 
(Written Testimony of Kenneth S. Stern, U.S. Senate Judiciary Committee, September 17, 2024) 

If the IHRA definition were law in Ohio, faculty discussing Israel, Palestine, or U.S. law 
enforcement could face legal or administrative risk. Last week, a panel at Case Western 
Reserve Law School featuring two professors, one from CWRU and one from CSU, discussed 
historical and contemporary links between U.S. law enforcement (including ICE), the Israel 
Defense Forces, and policing within frameworks of colonialism and racialized state power. 
Advocacy groups, including StopAntisemitism, publicly condemned the panel and 
misrepresented its content. If IHRA were law in Ohio, this panel could have been misconstrued 
as ethnic intimidation, chilling academic discussion. 

Is this the world we want? A world in which we cannot discuss the truth or facts for fear 
of legal consequences? 

You are telling Palestinians and those of us who support them to stay quiet about 75 years of 
dispossession. Not to speak about the Jewish immigrants who were invited into Palestinian 
homes after WWII, only to expel their hosts and steal their homes, or the massacres of 
thousands in Deir Yassin, Lydda & Ramle, Safsaf, Al-Dawayima, Tantura, and other towns 
during the Nakba in 1948. 



We have watched over the past two years as children were sniped in the head and chest, 
grandmothers were gunned down holding white flags, little girls were riddled with bullets while 
crying for help, but we must remain silent. Mushroom clouds from 2,000-pound bombs 
demolished neighborhoods. People were burned alive in tents; every hospital, school, university, 
mosque, and church was bombed, bulldozed, or destroyed — until Gaza, in the words of 
President Trump, became “a hellhole,” but we should go about our day. 

We are expected to remain silent while what little remains of the West Bank, which has nothing 
to do with Hamas, is stolen piece by piece by settlers who beat Palestinians with bats as they 
pick olives or tend their sheep. More than 10,000 Palestinians are held in administrative 
detention without charge. And yet we are told we cannot criticize Zionism or the state of Israel. 
To do so, we are warned, would be ethnic intimidation or antisemitism. 

Is this the world you are willing to create with your bill? Leave your family a legacy of 
courage and justice, of a family member who stood for democracy, not one who enabled 
the erosion of free speech. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


