
I’m writing today as a proud, observant Jew to oppose Ohio SB87, which seeks to redefine 
antisemitism and expand the use of this designation to limit freedom of speech.  

I grew up deeply entrenched in an American Zionist community. I have traveled to Israel 
several times. I love what that country was meant to represent for my people, and I’m 
disappointed in what the leadership there is now doing in my name, with ongoing support 
from our own government. If SB 87 were law, what I just said would constitute 
"antisemitism" and could be publicly vilified. The truth is, I’m already being vilified by other 
Jews in central Ohio who refuse to face the reality that the destruction of Gaza in the wake 
of the tragedy of Oct. 7, 2023 will do nothing but generate more despair intergenerational 
trauma and despair amongst Palestinians, something Israel should have learned long ago 
is not good for Jews or anyone else living within its borders.  

I hope this committee understands what, exactly, you’re being asked to do. I am a educator 
and lay leader in my Jewish community 50 years of experience living as a Jewish American. 
I have spent hundreds of hours reading, watching, listening to narratives on both sides of 
this conflict and discussing what I’ve learned about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. I’m still 
learning. I’m still asking questions. I’m still wrestling with what this means for my identity, 
my safety, my children’s future, the future or my people.  

While I want Israel to exist as a bastion of democracy in the Middle East, I cannot condone 
the occupation perpetuated by the contemporary government of Israel and its military 
actions in Gaza and the West Bank. I do not support the unequal treatment of Israeli-
Palestinians. As an American, I have a right to make these statements and ask questions of 
how our own government is complicit in these actions.   

If you make this bill a law, you will silence me and many others from sharing their views and 
their truth because those are the stakes for holding the “wrong” opinion under S.B. 87. That 
is why you must reject this proposal. 

Thank you for your time,  
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