
Thank you the chance to offer testimony on SB87. My name is Liviu Bold, and I am a resident
of Columbus.

SB 87 aims to attach the controversial IHRA definition of antisemitism to Ohio’s ethnic 
intimidation statute and criminalize political expression critical of the Israeli government. The 
effect of such a law will be to silence the peaceful protest, political expression, and assembly 
rights of Ohioans.

We already have laws on the books that protect everyone from intimidation, without picking 
favorites. The IHRA is not only unnecessary, but also downright dangerous. It was never 
meant to be legally enforceable, and even its main drafter, Kenneth Stern, warned against the
unconstitutional weaponization of this definition to suppress political speech.

Despite claiming otherwise, the core provisions of this bill will make it impossible for American
citizens to practice their First Amendment rights. By adopting the controversial IHRA definition
of antisemitism and targeting critics of Israel with harsh criminal penalties, SB87 takes away 
Ohioans’ ability to speak against some of the most horrendous violations of human rights we 
have seen since WW2. Certainly no democracy in the twenty-first century holds a 
disenfranchised civilian population under such brutal occupation as Israel holds millions of 
Palestinians locked in open-air prisons, denying them basic freedom of movement, 
confiscating their farmland, demolishing their homes, subjecting them to arbitrary 
administrative arrest, or to conviction without any due process in military courts that have a 
99.7% conviction rate, or simply executing them in the field. Yet pointing out the systematic 
atrocities that Israel commits daily pertaining to its occupation will be, per the IHRA and 
consequently per SB87, deemed antisemitic. Thus, Ohioans will run the risk of being 
criminally charged for publicly calling out an Apartheid state – deemed so by the International 
Court of Justice, organizations like Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, as well as 
Israeli human rights organizations like Btselem.

As Americans we have always taken pride in having some of the most robust free speech 
protections, codified in our First Amendment. If bills like SB87 are allowed to pass, one of last 
bright spots of American civil rights will be severely undermined in order to silence criticism of 
a foreign government.

Also, please understand this will not stop here. One after another, all of our rights to engage 
in peaceful dissent can and will be taken away. One needs only consider US rep. Mike 
Lawler’s failed H.R. 867 of May 2025, the "IGO Anti-Boycott Act", which proposed fines up to 
$1 Million or up to 20 years imprisonment for Americans participating in boycotts of Israel or 
its settlements. Such egregious assaults on our freedom will only become more 
commonplace and brazen. We must not forget that civil rights are not forever, but need to be 
constantly protected from government overreach.

I urge everyone on this committee to stop the harmful and deeply un-American SB87, before 
it’s too late. Instead of criminalizing free speech, you should be working to strengthen our 
constitutional protections and reject any infringement on the liberties of Ohioans.
Thank you for your time.

Respectfully,
Liviu Bold


