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February 16, 2026 

To the members of the Committee: 

I’m reaching out to you as a Jewish American faculty member to urge you to vote against 
Senate Bill 87. SB 87 would define a range of expressions, including criticism of the State of 
Israel, as “antisemitism” based on a highly controversial definition of antisemitism 
promoted by the right-wing Anti-Defamation League: the International Holocaust 
Remembrance Association’s definition, known as the IHRA definition. The IHRA definition 
of antisemitism provides 11 examples of antisemitism, 7 of which are about the State of 
Israel, conflating a nation state that is rejected by many Jews with our sacred spiritual 
tradition. As an observant Jewish person who has long been involved with anti-Zionist 
Jewish spiritual communities, SB 87 would define my own religious Jewish practice as 
“antisemitism.” This is not only absurd – it is unjust. It is not the government’s role to decide 
what kind of Judaism is the “right” kind of Judaism or to intervene in live debates within the 
Jewish community. 

Not only is the IHRA definition of antisemitism far from being accepted across the Jewish 
community, but scholars who study the Holocaust and antisemitism also reject it. In fact, a 
competing definition, the “Jerusalem Declaration,” is endorsed by many scholars who 
focus on these areas of inquiry: 

https://jerusalemdeclaration.org/  

Not only is the IHRA definition controversial, the person who developed the IHRA definition, 
Kenneth Stern, has explicitly said that it should not be used to define antisemitism for the 
purpose of laws regulation discrimination: 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/dec/13/antisemitism-executive-order-
trump-chilling-effect 

As a Jewish American academic, I urge you to vote against SB 87. Antisemitism is a serious 
issue, and conflating antisemitism with legitimate criticism of the State of Israel and anti-
Zionist Jewish traditions makes it harder to fight real antisemitism. 
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