Opponent Testimony for S.B. 87
Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee

Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee:

You don't know how powerful the Israeli lobby is until you try to go against its wishes. | don't say this to
scare anyone but to offer a point of awareness. I'm not sure how much this bill means to the lobby,
because we don't know each other like that. So, it's hard to put into context what all any of us can or
need to say to actually convince you as to why this bill is dangerous and can actually create more anti-
Semitism and more ethnic discrimination through law enforcement.

What you can visibly note on the day of opponent testimony is a difference in the demographic of the
room than that of the proponent testimonies. | am a Jew amongst other Jews, Palestinian Americans,
Arab Americans, Muslims, Christians, and people of multiple faiths. Eid Mubarak and Happy Ash
Wednesday, by the way. We are friends and allies here. The Muslims in this room desire real action
against anti-Semitism for Jews, and the Jews in this room desire the ability to speak out against the
Israeli government and its war crimes and crimes against humanity. | want to be able to speak out for a
Palestine that is free of occupation, free of apartheid, free of genocide, free of oppression, free to have
its own statehood with passports and control of its own borders, free to allow its people to come and go
as they please, control of its own imports and exports, freedom to its own water supply, freedom from
restriction in building materials, freedom to live in homes that are not taken away or destroyed,
freedom to live... freedom from all of these bureaucratic games.

The IHRA definition of anti-Semitism speaks about opposition to Israel in 7 out of the 11 examples listed.
Zionism, the belief that the Jewish homeland lies in historic Israel, has become a manipulative and
entitled interpretation that does not align with the beliefs or morals or representation of all Jews, by a
long shot. In fact, the modern Zionism has become repulsive to an ever increasing number of us.

As a Jew, | don't want you to write legislation about protecting Israel on my behalf. | don't want to be
associated with a place that's done so much harm, and yet | am tethered to it through my heritage, to
the point that it is my duty to come and speak during moments such as these to expose why these ties
are holding everyone back. | want us to all let go of them.

Nowhere does this bill condemn the use of specific symbols like swastikas or the assembly of neo Nazis -
expressions that police have been happy to identify as free speech and freedom of assembly. Real anti-
Semitism is not what this bill is about. It is about protecting Israel and keeping everyone in the dark
about what goes on in Palestine.

Please vote NO on SB 87.

Thank you,

Emily Kichler
Resident of Lakewood, Ohio



