
Antisemitism is an old term,  and I argue an outdated term,  for anti-Jewish sentiment.
We don't need to re-write laws nor definitions.

Laws ALREADY exist against discrimination,  which of course includes anti-Jewish
discrimination.

Anti-Jewish discrimination has decreased in my family's experience:  My grandma told of in the
1930's,  job postings said 'No Jews need apply.'  My father told of in the 1950's in Columbus,
Ohio, Jews and Negros were banned from swimming pools that said they were "limited and
restricted."    I personally have experienced NO discrimination, nor bullying, nor any worry at all
for my safety, for being Jewish.  As a Jewish person, I oppose all persecution, including Israel's
relentless persecution of Palestinian people, from Lebanon to Gaza.

Many people fall into some technically "semitic" category, including both Hebrew speakers and
Arabic speakers.  The whole point of civil rights and non-discrimination,  is not to worry about
technical differences between people,  and instead to be consistent about not discriminating
against anybody.

It is important NOT to make the term antisemitism into a politicized and confusing term.

Again,  we do not need any law,  no law at all,  about "antisemitism."

This SB 87 attempt to make such law,  is clearly opening cans of worms unnecessarily.

I am an Ashkenazi Jewish Ohioan.

Rather, as it pertains to civil rights,  we must apply the expectation of the progress we have
made in this country in civil rights  --  in peaceful, mingled coexistence with equal legal rights  --
to the country of Israel to expect to live in an integrated way with people they have brutally
persecuted.  We know that fear doesn't melt instantly, but we know that 1) freedom of travel, 2)
freedom from imprisonment, and 3) freedom from one's home being firebombed or bulldozed,
are immediate, reasonable freedoms for Israel to institute, long before other legal rights are
made equal.


