February 16th, 2026
Testimony Concerning SB87

Dear Judiciary committee,

My name is Estelle Raskin and | am a resident of Cleveland, Ohio. | am a Jewish immigrant
writing to you to express my vehement opposition to SB87, and any bill that proposes to codify
IHRA's definition of antisemitism into state law.

The cost of antisemitism is in my family’s history. My great grandparents were persecuted in the
horrific antisemitic crimes against humanity perpetrated by the Nazi regime in Eastern Europe.
My blind great grandmother was one of 33,771 Jews murdered on September 29-30,1941 at
the Babu Yar ravine in Kyiv. My great grandfather, a Rabbi, was executed in 1939 solely for his
Jewish identity.

Adopting the IHRA definition of antisemitism into law will threaten our American constitutional
rights to free speech and criminalize dissent against injustice, which is vital to maintaining
American democracy. During a time when American cities are being taken over by unidentified
masked federal agents who are racially profiling, harassing, abducting, and murdering people in
broad daylight, Ohio representatives should be focusing on how to keep their constituents safe
from harm, vs. proposing bills like SB87 that will further target and endanger them.

Conflating criticism of Israel with antisemitism is dangerous, and instead of codifying IHRA's
definition into law, the Judiciary Committee should be doing everything in its power to dismantle
this fallacy in order to ensure the protection of everyone’s civil liberties. Americans are able to
criticize the United States government. Why should criticism of a foreign government be
penalized and rendered as hate speech? What makes the criticism of Israel an exception to our
first amendments rights?

In a time when Ohioan’s tax dollars are not just being used to fund a US backed genocide in
Palestine, but also to build ICE detention centers throughout our country, this Judiciary
committee should urgently work to implement policies that will block the federal government’s
ongoing violations of the law. | urge all members of the Judiciary committee to vote no on SB87
out of the imperative to protect our first amendment rights in the face of an administration that
has no regard for its people or constitution.

| thank you for your time and consideration,

Estelle Raskin
Cleveland, OH



