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Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and​
Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 

As a Jewish citizen of Ohio, I submit this testimony in opposition to SB 87. 

My name is David Shutkin. I am a Jewish citizen of Ohio, a retired professor living in Cleveland, and an 
anti-occupation activist. I was raised in the 1960s and 70s to see Zionism as a refuge after centuries of 
antisemitism and the Holocaust, in which most of my family perished. I attended Zionist youth programs, 
studied in Israel, and my parents and sisters immigrated there under the Jewish Law of Return. Over 
time—especially since the 1982 Lebanon war—I became critical of political Zionism and am now an 
anti-Zionist. 

I reject ethnonationalism and any state built on the subordination or forced migration of an indigenous 
people. As philosopher Judith Butler argues,  

Zionism has never found justification in principles of political equality and, for that reason, has never 
approached a substantive condition of democracy. One cannot find solutions within its terms, since 
the terms require and extend the nation-state on the basis of the subordination, destruction, or 
expulsion of the indigenous. 

In practice, the Israeli state has denied Palestinians civil and human rights through occupation, a dual 
legal system, and the Israeli genocide, particularly in Gaza. 

Since 2014, I have traveled to Palestine six times, engaging in solidarity activism and civil disobedience 
with Palestinian, Israeli, and international activists. I have witnessed home demolitions, land confiscation, 
and escalating military and settler violence. Since October 7th 2023, over 70,000 Palestinians have been 
killed in Gaza, with far higher death tolls projected due to infrastructure collapse. The devastation, along 
with the ongoing violence and displacement in the West Bank, reflects an apartheid governmental system 
that privileges Jewish Israelis while killing, incarcerating, dispossessing and ethnically cleansing the 
Palestinian people. At this time, I want to recall my friend Awdah Hathaleen who was murdered in his 
home on the West Bank last summer by the notorious settler outlaw, Yinon Levi.  

My opposition to Zionism is political and ethical, not antisemitic. Critiquing a state’s ideology or 
policies—including claims that Israel’s founding structure is racist and discriminatory—is not hatred of 
Jews. Conflating such criticism with antisemitism weakens the fight against genuine antisemitism: hate 
crimes, conspiracy theories, and Holocaust denial. 

The IHRA working definition of antisemitism, adopted in 2016, includes examples that equate certain 
criticisms of Israel with antisemitism, such as describing Israel as a racist endeavor or applying “double 
standards.” Embedding this definition in SB 87 risks chilling constitutionally protected speech and 
suppressing legitimate debate about Israeli policy, occupation, and the Israeli genocide of the Palestinian 
people. 

For these reasons, I urge you to remove the IHRA definition of antisemitism from SB 87. 

David Shutkin​
Shaker Heights, Ohio​
February 16, 2026 
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