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I am Rev. Dr. Werner Lange, an ordained minister, retired educator and Chair of the Ohio Peace 
Council. I hold a PhD in sociology with a speciality in race and ethnic relations.


In all my many decades of research and teaching, I have not come across a definition of 
antisemitism more vague and vapid than the one proposed for codification in S.B. 87. Have 
you read it, and taken note of the attached 11 “contemporary examples of antisemitism by the 
IHRA? If so, do you not find the language exceedingly vague and bewildering imprecise? It 
focuses on a “certain perception” of Jews, which may - or may not - be expressed in hate. 
Included are manifestations of antisemitism against not only Jews, but also “non-Jews”! In 
other words, any biased perception against anyone, Jewish or not, can be identified as 
antisemitic. That is patent nonsense. 


Furthermore, this legislation is unnecessary. Ohio already has strong protections against hate 
crimes under the ethnic intimidation statute, which focuses on harmful acts, not speech. S.B. 
87 does not fill a legal gap, but expands the law in ways that could criminalize expression of 
critical thought.


The real target of this flawed bill is not anti-Semitism, but anti-Zionism. While Israel does not 
appear in the flawed IHRA definition of anti-Semitism, 7 of the 11 “contemporary examples” 
explicitly mention Israel. That reveals the real purpose and intent of S.B. 87 - to suppress 
criticism of apartheid Israel and its ongoing genocidal campaign against the Palestinian people.


For that reason alone, you, as public servants and defenders of the Constitution, are urged to 
soundly reject S.B.87 and help preserve free speech in Ohio.


