My name is Asif Qazi. | am a physician and have practiced in Ohio in the great
cities of Columbus and Reynoldsburg for 20 years.

| was scheduled to see patients today in my office but instead, | am here to
voice my strong opposition to SB 87.

SB 87 would infringe on our precious First Amendment right to free speech here
in Ohio. For the sake of protecting Free Speech and protecting the Truth, you
must reject this bill.

Antisemitism is a very real and serious problem. In this country it is due
primarily to the White power movement.

Instead of confronting this poisonous ideology, the authors of SB 87 have taken
a misguided turn and attached the very troublesome IHRA definition to what can
be called antisemitic in Ohio.

IHRA is defective because it equates legitimate criticism of the policies of the
government of Israel with antisemitism. If passed, this law will result in
censorship. It will prevent Ohioans from publicly speaking out against a foreign
government. If this bill passes, educating and informing fellow citizens through
grassroots activism as well as attending peaceful demonstrations could result in
serious legal consequences.

Instead of IHRA, | ask the authors of this bill to please consider the Jerusalem
Declaration on Antisemitism, a comprehensive toolkit including 15 guidelines to
recognize antisemitism. It has been signed by over 300 scholars in the fields of
Holocaust history, Jewish studies, and Middle East studies. It defines
Antisemitism as “discrimination, prejudice, hostility or violence against Jews as
Jews (or Jewish institutions as Jewish).”

It also points out several examples of things that are not antisemitic, including
“Supporting the Palestinian demand for justice, Criticizing or opposing Zionism ,
and Evidence-based criticism of Israel as a state.”

As a physician, | believe in practicing evidence-based medicine. As doctors, we
use the best and most current research to come to decisions about medical care
in shared decision making with our patients.

Evidence based criticism of Israel from satellite images and photographs and
accounts from fellow healthcare workers on the ground in Gaza tell us that over
70,000 people (over 20,000 who were just children), were killed in the last 28
months. There has been intentional and systematic destruction of hospitals,
clinics and all facets of the healthcare system. People have starved to death.
Babies have frozen to death.

Access to shelter, basic medicines, prenatal care, baby formula, clean water,
fuel, sanitation, electricity and schools have all been cut off to a civilian
population of over 2 million people.

Pointing this out does not make me antisemitic.



My father came to this country in the 1950’s, leaving behind his homeland where
although he had graduated from medical school, he could not get a job because
of discrimination against his religion.

He came to this country with 18 dollars in his pocket but he worked tirelessly
and and by the grace of God, in addition to his MD he became a PhD and a
university professor, something that would have been impossible back in his
birthplace.

He loved the United States. He was welcomed here by its good people and
thrived because of its freedoms enshrined in the Constitution.

Like my father, | love this country and its freedoms. | do not want to see it
destroyed by those cynically trying to steal our basic rights in the interest of
promoting a foreign government. We must stand up to this threat.

God bless the state of Ohio. God bless the United States of America.

Say no to IHRA in Ohio.
Say not to SB 87.

Thank you.



