Opponent testimony re Ohio SB 87, Submitted by Julia Kay Coughlin, 2/16/26

To Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and
members of the Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee:

As a lifelong citizen of the State of Ohio, | object strongly to SB 87 (to define
antisemitism; expand offense of ethnic intimidation) on the grounds that this bill seeks to
limit my federal First Amendment rights to freedom of speech and free exercise of
religion; and SB 87 also seeks to directly limits my rights according to our own Ohio
Constitution, in at least three ways: Article |, Section 7 - Rights of conscience,
education, the necessity of religion and knowledge; Article |, Section 3 - Right to
assemble; and Article |, Section 11 - Freedom of speech, of the press, of libels.

| am a follower of Jesus Christ so for purposes of my opposition position, | would like to
focus solely on my right to religious expression. According to my faith, it is not only my
rnght but it is arguably even my duty to speak out against state and religious institutions
engaging in activities which oppress and otherwise harm women, children, and other
vulnerable people. My regular, long-time practice of speaking out is based squarely on
the actions modeled by Jesus Christ himself as he overturned the tables of
moneychangers in the temple (Matthew 21:12-13, Mark 11:15-18, John 2:15, Luke

19:45-48, ) and commanded the faithful to directly aid vulnerable people (Mark 12:40,
Luke 14:12-14...

SB 87 is a bill that can be interpreted clearly as curtailing personal rights and liberties
guaranteed to the people of Ohio in both the U.S. Constitution and Ohio Constitution.

SB 87 has no business being debated by the legislature of the State of Ohio, nor should
it be placed into the Ohio Revised Code.

Respectfully submitted by Ohio citizen Julie Watson, February 16, 2026
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