Sean Abbott-Klafter, testimony in opposition to SB 87.

My name is Sean Abbott-Klafter. | am a resident of Cleveland Heights and a member of
Jewish Voice for Peace. | am here to urge you to reject SB 87, a bill which directly
restricts the free speech rights of all Ohioans.

My study of the history of Palestine and Israel has led me to an inescapable conclusion:
Israel is a racist colonial state. Israel is far from unique in this respect. Hundreds of
years of colonization led to the birth of racist colonial nations worldwide. What is unique
though, is that if SB 87 passes- and the IHRA Definition of Antisemitism is written into
Ohio law- saying that Israel is a racist colonial state could lead to criminal penalties.

The IHRA Definition of Antisemitism states that contemporary examples of antisemitism
include “Denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, e.g., by claiming
that the existence of a State of Israel is a racist endeavor.” In Ohio | can safely say that
my mother’s homeland of South Africa came into being “as a racist endeavor” without
being accused of any crime. | can say that the United States came into being as a racist
colonial endeavor. Perhaps some people in this room might disagree with me- but no
one would accuse me of a crime. | can even say that the State of Ohio came into being
as a racist colonial endeavor. Again- some in this room may disagree with that
perspective- but no would accuse me of a crime. But somehow, saying that Israel came
into being as a racist colonial endeavor- and continues to operate as an apartheid state-
could become illegal in Ohio. Let me state this as clearly as possible: lawmakers who
support this law are privileging a foreign nation over the first amendment rights of their
own constituents.

We already have laws that deal with discrimination and ethnic intimidation. So why is
this bill being advanced now? The answer is simple, over the past several years
Ohioans around the state have reacted with shock to Israel’s genocide in Gaza. This
has led to the growth of a movement calling for state and local governments to cut
economic ties with Israel. SB 87 is written to target our movement. It is written to
criminalize our speech, our protests, and our participation in the democratic process.



