
Dear Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and Members 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee, 
 
I’m Dr. Pranav Jani, Associate Professor of English at The Ohio State University, speaking in 
my capacity as an individual.  I’m writing to urge you and all members of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee to vote against Senate Bill 87.  
 
SB 87 appears to be a good bill that we can all support—against hatred, religious bias, and 
racial discrimination towards Jews. In fact, SB 87 will enshrine racism and bias against 
those who criticize the state of Israel and suppress their right to free expression.   
 
In fact, as I will argue in my testimony, we in Ohio already living with the consequences of 
the perspective that drives SB 87: to regard all criticisms of Isreal as inherently antisemitic 
and even “terrorist.” Even if you support SB 87 right now, I urge you to read what I have to 
say, which comes from my own direct experiences as a faculty advisor and supporter of 
Palestinian students, as a Palestine solidarity activist, and as a professor who studies 
colonialism.  
 
The arrests of nonviolent student protesters, the repeated suppression of students by the 
OSU administration, the shutting down of a student election by OSU Student Life, the 
unwarranted slander of Ohio politicians against me, and the fear that every professor feels 
when they even mention Palestine on their syllabus – all of these abuses are our 
experiences in the past few years, and all of these stem from the false idea that criticizing 
Israel means supporting antisemitism. 
 
First, let me state my beliefs unequivocally. Antisemitism has no place in Ohio. Educators 
and activists like me who have stood against racism, white supremacy, and right-wing 
Christian nationalism all our lives know this very well. We will never forget the millions 
who perished in the Holocaust. We know very well about the countries around the world, 
East and West, that aided and abetted antisemitism. We cherish the heroic struggles of the 
Jews in the Warsaw ghetto who, with the help of Polish socialists and others, aimed to fight 
the Nazis with arms.  In one of my classes this semester we are reading the graphic novel 
Maus, where I underline the importance of never forgetting these lessons of history. 
 
But does SB 87 contribute to this struggle against racism and antisemitism?  Hardly.  
 
The real aim of SB 87 becomes clear with its effort to enshrine the controversial 
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) statement against antisemitism into 
law.  The IHRA position erroneously labels all criticism of Israel as antisemitism.  This 
dangerous conflation of anti-Zionism and antisemitism would enable the suppression of 
freedom of speech for all people and academic freedom for scholars.  Rather than taking a 
bold stand against racism, it would actually perpetuate anti-Palestinian racism by 
demonizing those who stand up for Palestinian rights as racists themselves. 
 



A better position is that of the Jerusalem Declaration on Antisemitism (JDA), which points 
out the flaws of the IHRA and charts out a different approach. 
 
All we need to do is look around the severe repression of Palestine solidarity efforts around 
the country and in Ohio since October 2023 (though it has a much longer history) and we 
will see that politicians and campus administrators are already acting as if pro-Palestine 
protestors are dangerous people promoting hatred of and violence against Jews. Students 
have been arrested and jailed, professors have been fired, and riot police have been 
brought out to suppress unarmed protestors.  
 
Even when we stand shoulder to shoulder with Jewish groups like Jewish Voice for Peace, 
we are called antisemitic. The idea that “anti-Zionism = antisemitism” is propagated so 
much that even Jews who criticize Israel are disgustingly called “self-hating Jews.”  This 
horrible accusation itself is a perfect example of antisemitism, actually, because it acts as if 
all Jews have to think one way.  It’s the exact opposite of the free society we should be 
trying to build. 
 
The examples at Ohio State are too many to count.  I urge you to read my narrative in my 
blog post from October 2024: “A Year of Repression: How Ohio State Admin Repeatedly 
Failed Pro-Palestine students.” To share some highlights: 

• OSU brought out riot police and a sniper—a sniper!—to confront nonviolent 
protestors on April 25, 2024—arresting almost 40 simply because they broke “space 
rules.” OSU was widely condemned by many groups. The ignominious scene will live 
in infamy for many years to come and would be unimaginable except that the event 
involved Palestine.  When mass Christian baptisms happen that go past the time 
limits, no one is arrested. When football fans break doors to enter the Ohio Stadium 
at night, the police don’t make arrests for trespassing or enforce space rules but 
work with them. 

• Earlier on April 24, police arrested OSU research scientist research Sumaya 
Hamadmad, someone who had fled the dictatorship in Syria only to find herself 
arrested for sitting on the Oval and then being humiliated in jail.  

• The university demonized student protestors at an April 20, 2024 claiming they used 
“hate speech,” a tweet widely seen as preparing the ground for the April 24 arrests. I 
cannot remember any time that OSU restricted a group for hate speech, a category 
that has effectively disappeared in Ohio after the passage of SB 40 in 2020.  In fact, 
one could argue that the “space laws” and “noise laws” at Ohio State effectively 
create the very same “free speech zones” that GOP lawmakers have been opposed 
to. 

• The OSU Office of Student Life shut down an Undergraduate Student Government 
election even as voting was going on because students were voting on whether they 
thought OSU should divest from and boycott Israel. While the result would not be 
binding on the University, administration falsely claimed that since Ohio law 
protects Israel from boycotts and OSU cannot legally divest from Israel, student 
cannot vote on the resolution. This is a direct violation of student democracy. 

• President Ted Carter, at a meeting where I was present, met with Palestinian 
students in January 2024 only to attack them, blaming them for rising tensions on 
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campus.  He effectively gave them a list of terms they should not use on protests, 
like “intifada,” incorrectly defining the word as supporting violence against Jews. In 
a meeting supposedly set up for dialogue, there was no attempt to listen, no attempt 
to understand why students whose friends and relatives were facing bombs and 
violence, and hunger might be upset and call for an end to the Israeli attack. 

• The previous month, OSU suspended a student group simply for posting an image of 
a Palestinian fighter they didn’t like.  They publicly claimed the student group was 
affiliated with terrorism. And yet a few months and a few meeting later, the group 
was reinstated—with not a word about what happened to the “terrorism” 
designation. 

• I have sat with students at campus hearings that are effectively show trials. 
Sometimes, the hearings continue even when the courts themselves have dropped 
all charges.  One such incident involved a student who had put up pro-Palestine 
posters on a campus pole.  On a campus where students regularly post flyers on 
poles. 

• Perhaps a greater awareness of OSU’s actions will emerge now that a federal court 
has chastised OSU in expelling Guy Christiansen for pro-Palestine social media 
posts, effectively saying they likely violated his rights of free speech. 

 
Many more examples can be raised from the many years I have been at OSU. But the point 
is this: no matter how much the university says it defends free speech, it treats Palestinian 
students and pro-Palestine students and faculty differently.  In fact, OSU even banned 
sidewalk chalk all to suppress pro-Palestinian sentiment – a childish gesture based on 
political bias. And that’s because of the underlying lie that to criticize and oppose Israel is 
to be antisemitic.   
 
Let me turn to the personal and slanderous attacks against me and groups I belong to by 
members of the Ohio legislature itself, including one of the sponsors of SB 87, Senator Jerry 
Cirino. Without knowing anything about me, without understanding anything of my 
politics, my way of thinking, my associations, or my modes of operation, these politicians 
have gone out of their way to target me as “pro-terrorist” or as promoting violence, simply 
because I am in solidarity with Palestinians for the rights we all deserve: the right of self-
determination.   
 
While such attacks do not themselves constitute the suppression of free speech, we can all 
agree that those with political power targeting and attacking individual professors have 
one goal: to silence them and to get others to silence them.  When this happens in other 
countries we call it political repression. 
 
Here are some examples: 

• In a 2023 article dripping with anti-Palestinian racism, Senator Cirino tried to argue 
that DEI was leading to an impending “Kristallnacht” on Ohio campuses, 
opportunistically citing a horrific Jewish pogram.  Chastising OSU professors for our 
statement in solidarity with Palestine and denouncing nonviolence student 
protestors, Cirino called Students for Justice in Palestine—our own Ohio students!—
" an ominous presence lurking on the OSU campus.”  
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• Representative Brian Stewart has harassed me on X repeatedly since October 2023, 
calling me a “Hamas apologist,” denigrating my teaching and scholarship, and, after 
Senate Bill 1 passed in March 2025, calling for me to be fired.  This not just the 
absence of civil discourse, but the very definition of suppression of speech – a 
government official calling for the termination of someone whose views they 
disagree with.  

• In a 2024 article, Cirino targeted me directly in an article calling for student safety 
on campuses.  Citing the notorious website Canary Mission as a legitimate source, 
Cirino gestured to me as someone who has “expressed support for terrorists, 
promoted violent protestors, as well as anti-Israel agitators.” It isn’t enough to 
disagree: those who criticize Israel and support Palestine must be labeled as 
antisemites and terrorists.   
 

That’s not civil discourse.  That’s not critical thinking.  It’s repression and slander, pure and 
simple. And at the root lies the dangerous conflation of anti-Zionism and antisemitism. 
Besides what I certainly regard as racism towards me. 
 
Politicians and administrators – even those who are responsible for dismantling anti-racist 
DEI at Ohio universities – are cynically using “antisemitism” as a way to push their own 
political belief and suppress free speech.  This is already happening in Ohio and across the 
land.  SB 87 would add to this a law so that Palestinian solidarity activists can be silenced 
even further. 
 
Stand up for free speech and freedom of expression.  Stop SB 87. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
Dr. Pranav Jani 
1224 Drumbarton Court 
Columbus OH 43235 
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