
To Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of 
the Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee:  
 
I am opposed to Senate Bill 87 because it would limit my federal First Amendment rights to 
freedom of speech. As it seeks to conflate criticism of Israel with antisemitism, it would infringe 
on my right to peacefully protest Israel's gross human rights violations in Gaza and the West 
Bank, its acts of aggression on other states in the region, and its control over our government 
that is so pervasive it would drag us into a disastrous war with Iran. As a human being, I am 
obligated to do what is in my power to oppose genocide, and as a citizen of the world, I am 
obligated to stand with Palestinians. SB 87 would suppress my ability to advocate for human 
rights and hold my government accountable for violating international law. 
 
A new law to protect against antisemitism is not necessary. Ohio law already enhances 
penalties for crimes motivated by race, color, religion, or national origin through the state’s 
ethnic intimidation statute. That framework focuses on criminal conduct, not speech, and 
provides a clear basis for addressing bias-motivated offenses. But this bill is not really about 
combatting antisemitism. Its real purpose is to protect our state’s relationship with Israel, and it 
would do so at the expense of those who rightly speak out against its crimes against humanity.  
 
Please do not prioritize a relationship with Israel over the First Amendment rights of Ohioans. 
Please oppose SB 87. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Marya Keeny  
Columbus Resident 


