
My name is Saima Hussain and I live in a suburb of Cleveland, Ohio.  

I am deeply concerned about the various attempts to limit free speech surrounding the topic of Israel 
under the guise of preventing antisemitism. The proposed law set forth in Ohio Senate Bill 87 (SB 87) which 
codifies the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism is a flimsy 
and frightening cover to shield Israel from criticism.  

To be very clear, any type of hate speech or hate crimes targeting Jews or any group of people should not 
be tolerated.  

However, criticism and protest against Israel absolutely does not constitute hate speech/crime just like 
criticism of Saudi Arabia does not constitute Islamophobia. To conflate antisemitism with criticism of Israel 
is extremely dangerous, irresponsible, and absolutely infringes on free speech. No country, including 
Israel—regardless of the inhabitants’ faith or the lack thereof—should ever be immune to criticism. 

Ironically, Kenneth Stern who was the lead drafter of the IHRA definition HIMSELF argues that he did not 
intend for the definition to be used as a tool to restrict speech or be enshrined into law. He has argued—
rightly—that this definition is “weaponized” to stifle political speech, especially on college campuses and 
that its use as a disciplinary code is “both unconstitutional and unwise.”  

To conflate antisemitism with criticism of Israel is unethical, absurd, and dangerous—and sets people up 
to face severe legal consequences for even merely stating facts about Israel that may be offensive to some.  

Following are such facts.   

Israel is currently on trial at the International Court of Justice for genocide and it was determined by the 
Court in January 2024 that it was plausible that Israel was committing genocide—at that time.  

The International Criminal Court has issued arrest warrants for prime minister Benjamin Netanyahu and 
his former defense minister Yoav Gallant for crimes against humanity. 

More recently, the United Nations Commission of Inquiry released a damning report declaring that Israel 
committed genocide against Palestinians. This report joins a chorus of countless other reports, 
testimonies, news accounts, eyewitness accounts from various human rights institutions, genocide 
scholars, historians, journalists, medical professionals, etc. with similar declarations. 

Israel’s very own leading human rights organizations including B’Tselem and Physicians for Human 
Rights Israel concluded that Israel is absolutely committing genocide in the occupied Gaza Strip.  

To name others: the world-renowned human rights group Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, 
the International Association of Genocide Scholars—the world’s largest academic association of genocide 
scholars which also includes Holocaust experts and Israeli scholars--, Doctors Without Borders, 
International Federation for Human Rights, Save the Children International, etc have all concluded that 
Israel is committing genocide. 

The list absolutely does not end there and is exhaustive. 

I list all the above to highlight that it is absolutely absurd and dangerous to consider criticism of Israel to 
be antisemitic. The sickening, irresponsible, and wrong conflation of Israel and Judaism has led to a 
complete failure of consequences from the international community for breaking international law.  



Even prior to Israel’s scorched-earth military campaign, the country was recognized as an apartheid state 
by leading human rights groups such as Amnesty International and Israel’s own human rights group 
B’Tselem. 

Decades-long impunity has emboldened and enabled Israel to act with complete and horrific impunity in 
committing the most gruesome of war crimes.  

These war crimes include Israeli snipers targeting countless Palestinian children with gunshots to their 
hearts and heads as witnessed and described by more than 40 American medical professionals who 
volunteered in Gaza, including Jewish physician Dr. Mark Perlmutter. This was detailed in the New York 
Times; one of the many physicians also provided eyewitness testimony in front of the United Nations. 

Chris Sidoti, Australian human rights lawyer and a member of the UN’s Independent International 
Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory said, “The Israeli army is one of the most 
criminal in the world.”  

Our own United States Senators Chris Van Hollen and Jeff Merkley released a report after their visit to 
Israel, West Bank, border of Gaza, Jordan and Egypt: “The Netanyahu government is implementing a plan 
to ethnically cleanse Gaza of Palestinians. America is complicit. The world must stop it.” 

Jewish U.S. Senator Bernie Sanders declared that Israel is committing genocide. There are Jewish groups 
such as Jewish Voice for Peace who have also declared Israel is committing genocide. 

Numerous countries have imposed sanctions in varying forms and scope against Israel. 

Multiple global flotillas, such as one global flotilla consisting of over 50 ships which carried thousands of 
participants—including activists, journalists, government leaders—from more than 44 countries around 
the world attempted to sail to Gaza with humanitarian aid to break Israel’s illegal and crippling siege on 
Gaza and attempt to alleviate Israel’s man-made famine in Gaza.  

Should we believe that all the above human rights groups, leading humanitarians, scholars, activists, 
medical professionals, politicians etc are simply antisemitic?  

Ridiculous.  

In America, I am allowed to criticize America and American foreign policy but I should not be allowed to 
criticize Israel? 

Currently, many efforts are in full swing in this country to clamp down on voices calling for an end to this 
ongoing genocide, calling for an end to our hard-earned tax payer money going to murder, annihilate, and 
maim other human beings.  

The attempt to control and silence is chilling. These are American civil rights that need protecting.  

Americans with a conscience who speak up against this genocide are labeled as antisemites, fired from 
their jobs, doxxed, intimidated, harassed. Laws are popping up in this country to silence criticism of Israel, 
such as this very Ohio SB 87 bill using the IHRA definition of antisemitism which dangerously conflates 
antisemitism with criticism of Israel. Nefarious speech-limiting amendments are quickly added last-minute 
into state budget bills to limit citizens’ right to protest. There are even proposals to strip U.S. citizens of 
their citizenship/passports for criticism of Israel! 

It is absurd and frightening.  



At this very moment, a genocide is being horrifically conducted with the financial, military, political, and 
diplomatic support and backing of the United States government. Anyone following the news in Palestine 
would also be aware that the current “ceasefire” is completely false: since October 2025 when the 
agreement went into place, Israel has violated the ceasefire agreement 1,620 times, including at least 749 
instances of bombing and shelling up until February 10, 2026. More than 1,500 buildings have been 
destroyed in areas under Israeli control in one month alone. Analysts describe the situation as a 
“continuation of the war under the pretext of ceasefire.” 

Israel continues to suffocatingly restrict food, shelter items, basic goods into the occupied Strip. Israel 
cruelly restricts medical evacuations such as in the case of 5-year-old Mariam Diab who died from leukemia 
earlier this month as Israel withheld permission for her evacuation to receive life-saving treatment. Israel 
has even threatened to ban Doctors Without Borders. 

We, in the United States, are giving Israel the ammunitions and money to slaughter, displace, maim, and 
annihilate fellow human beings. 

Right now is not the time to discuss whether we should be allowed to condemn the nation state engaging 
in such acts because it may offend some sensibilities. 

I urge the Ohio Senate to help protect our First Amendment constitutional right and not be swept up in 
draconian attempts to silence the voices that are calling for an end to killing. 

Please do not make this a numbers game--do not look at how many voices are in support of this bill vs 
how many are against it. 

The thought process must be—what is constitutional, what is moral, and what is the right thing to do?  

The right thing is—this bill should never have been proposed. And it is frightening we are even discussing 
it. 

 


