
                        February 18, 2026  

       

Testimony in Opposition to Ohio SB 87 

 

Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Chair Hicks-Hudson, and members of the Judiciary 

Committee, 

 

My name is Patricia Marida.  I am 84 years old and a retired pharmacist.  I was at the Statehouse on 

December 11, 2024, opposing a similar bill institutionalizing the IHRA Working Definition of Antisemitism 

and tying it to criminal law. What I say here would be a crime if HB 87 were passed.  I could be arrested and 

jailed.  The bill provides for charges of aggravated riot for those who are part of a group of 5 or more. 

 

On June 6, 2023, the European Legal Support Center (ELSC) launched its new report “Suppressing 

Palestinian Rights Advocacy through the IHRA Working Definition of Antisemitism – Violating the Rights 

to Freedom of Expression and Assembly in the European Union and the UK”. The report was the first 

case-based account of human rights violations resulting from the institutionalization and application of the 

controversial IHRA definition by the European Union and the United Kingdom. 

 

I can criticize the U.S. government and the State of Ohio, and it is not a crime.  However, this bill would 

make it a crime to criticize a foreign government, namely Israel. This can only happen because Israel, unlike 

the U.S., is a nation based on a religious identity.  Whereas the U.S. constitution enshrines the separation of 

church and state.  Essentially, criticizing Israel would be conflated with hate speech against the Jewish 

people and the Jewish religion.   

  

What exactly might I be fined or jailed for - for saying or doing under SB 87?  My words will be subject to 

interpretation, but it is not clear by whom.  How might I be pointed out, sanctioned or even targeted by those 

who disagree with me?  Could I be sanctioned for quoting the United Nations?  Here are some U.N. findings: 

• Nov. 14, 2024: UN Special Committee finds Israel’s warfare methods in Gaza consistent with 

genocide, including use of starvation as weapon of war. 

• Nov. 21, 2024: International Criminal Court issues arrest warrants for Benjamin Netanyahu and 

Yoav Gallant.    

• August 22, 2025: Gaza: Famine “irrefutably” confirmed, UN humanitarians unite in plea for aid 

access – OCHA, OHCHR, WFP and WHO. 

• July 30, 2024: Experts hail International Court of Justice declaration on illegality of Israel’s 

presence in the occupied Palestinian territory as “historic” for Palestinians and international law. 

• July 30, 2024: Independent rights experts urge States to comply with ICJ ruling on Israel. 

One of those states being urged to comply with the ICJ ruling is the United States.  Without US political 

support and its massive export of weapons and dollars to Israel, this protracted war on Gaza could not be 

happening.   

 

Israel’s genocide in the Gaza strip cannot be denied.  Every day there are more photos of the destruction. 

Most of Gaza’s infrastructure and agricultural lands have been destroyed. Most hospitals have been 

destroyed, along with universities and schools. Institutions of culture have been destroyed. Education has 

been halted for most residents. The closing of entry and the blockade of the seacoast have led to a U.N. 

determination of famine.  Over 73,000 Palestinians have been reported killed according to the Gaza Health 

Ministry.   

 

I am retired so I can’t be fired from my job.  I am not a student, so my education and career will not be 

jeopardized. I won’t be looking for a job while having a criminal record.  However, I have a granddaughter in 

college, and I want her rights to be protected.  

 

/s/ Patricia Marida 
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