Hello Committee Members,

My name is Darcy Orzan. I’'m a Jewish Ohioan born and raised in Cleveland. | grew up
attending Fairmount Temple in Beachwood, Ohio where | learned the basics of my
religion and also about Zionism. | also attended two Jewish Community Center (JCC)
Camps: Anisfield Day Camp when | was younger, followed by Camp Wise overnight
camp for seven summers throughout my tweens and teens. At those camps, not only
was the American flag raised and there was singing of our National Anthem, but the
Israeli flag was also raised and their anthem sung. | was raised to conflate Zionism and
Judaism. But we all know those are two very different things. | know it, and you all know
it too.

Judaism is a thousands-year-old monotheistic religion and Zionism is a nationalist and
segregationist ideology and movement.

And we all know (or should know) the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution:

” Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of
grievances.”

This is why | am utterly exhausted to have to keep testifying to preserve the rights we’ve
had since 1791 — 1791, y’all! I'm tired of citing the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and
explaining that religion is already covered by that law. I'm tired of being told what
antisemitism is... | know what it is, I've experienced it. Have any of you? And, | can tell
you what antisemitism is NOT. But, | really think you already know and | don’t want to
insult your intelligence.

Here’s what | want to discuss this time: how this bill would affect me and how this bill
would affect each of you.

If this bill passes, | won’t be able to say that Israel is an apartheid state, which it is. All
the information and proof you need is just as accessible to you as it is to me. Maybe you
already agree with this statement. | hope so. It is fact. A democratic state would not
have Jews-only roads. And different license plates for Jews and Palestinians. Exactly
like segregation here in America. But, if this law passes, | wouldn’t be able to say that
without being arrested and going to prison.

I’'m sure many of you have heard of or read “First They Came”:



First they came for the Communists
And | did not speak out
Because | was not a Communist

Then they came for the Socialists
And | did not speak out
Because | was not a Socialist

Then they came for the trade unionists
And | did not speak out
Because | was not a trade unionist

Then they came for the Jews
And | did not speak out
Because | was not a Jew

Then they came for me
And there was no one left
To speak out for me

Here’s where SB 87 could end up affecting you. It starts with being illegal to speak
against a foreign country (even though we can speak out against our own — again the
First Amendment “redress of grievances”). Now it's immigrants — again (even though
everyone but indigenous Americans are descended from or are immigrants
themselves). But where is the line? Who will they come for next? Wouldn’t you want
someone to speak on your behalf? What if it were illegal to do so?

| honestly think that those who gave testimony in support of this bill do not see the big
picture. They might support Israel, and that is their right. But they must still respect my
right to not support Israel. This is a precious freedom for all Americans.

When you all took your oaths to become senators for the State of Ohio, you swore (or
affirmed) that you would defend the Constitution of the United States. The IHRA goes
against the Constitution and voting to move this bill to the next stage is negating your
oath and the trust of your constituents.

| urge you, senators. Please put SB 87 in the trash.

Respectfully submitted,

Darcy Orzan



