Dear Judiciary Committee,

| am writing as an Ohio citizen, Rabbi, and grandchild of a holocaust
survivor to express strong concern about SB 87 and to urge you to vote NO
if and when this bill comes before you.

SB 87 would commit the IHRA definition of antisemitism to Ohio law and
criminal statue. This definition is vague and overbroad, it conflates
antisemitism with criticism of Israel. It risks protections of political,
academic, and religious free speech, which is a danger to the rights of all
people.

If you want to protect Jews from antisemitism, there is another definition of
antisemitism, signed by hundreds of scholars in the fields of Holocaust
History, Jewish Studies, and Middle East Studies, which would be more
appropriate — the Jerusalem Declaration on Antisemitism. The Jerusalem
Declaration on Antisemitism (https://jerusalemdeclaration.org/) was written
to “provide clear guidance to identify and fight antisemitism while protecting
free expression.” It clearly outlines when criticism of Israel crosses the line
into antisemitism and when it does not.

| urge you, do not stifle free speech in an attempt to protect Jews.
Ultimately, stifling free speech only hurts minorities and therefore would not
be helpful to Jews living in Ohio. All people must be able to speak freely.

The bill states that it does not infringe on free speech, but it is the nature of
the bill itself that is an infringement on free speech; writing it does not make
it so. Ohioans must retain the right to criticize any government, foreign or
domestic, without fear of criminal penalties. As SB 87 remains in
committee, | respectfully urge you to oppose this bill and protect the
constitutional rights of all Ohioans.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,
Rabbi Rachel Davidson
Shaker Heights, Ohio



