Opponent testimony re: Ohio SB 87, Submitted by Julia Kay Coughlin, 2/17/26

To Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and
members of the Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee:

As a lifelong citizen of the State of Ohio and person who tells the truth and
believes in accountability, | object strongly to SB 87 (to define antisemitism;
expand offense of ethnic intimidation) on the grounds that this bill seeks to limit
my Constitutionally-protected federal First Amendment rights to freedom of
speech and free exercise of religion; and SB 87 also seeks to directly limit my rights
according to our own Ohio Constitution, in at least three ways per: Article |, Section 7 -
Rights of conscience, education, the necessity of religion and knowledge; Article |,
Section 3 - Right to assemble; and Article |, Section 11 - Freedom of speech, of the
press, of libels.

| am a follower of Jesus Christ so for purposes of my opposition to SB 87, | will focus
solely on protecting my right to religious expression. According to my Christian
faith, it is not only my right, but it is arguably even my duty, to speak out against
state, religious and other institutions, as well as individuals engaging in activities
which oppress and otherwise harm women, children, and other vulnerable
people. My regular, long-time practice of speaking out is based squarely on the actions
modeled by Jesus Christ himself as he overturned the tables of moneychangers in the
temple (see Matthew 21:12-13, Mark 11:15-18, John 2:15, and Luke 19:45-48) and
commanded the faithful to directly aid vulnerable people (see Mark 12:40 and Luke
14:12-14).

Jesus Christ was never, not for a single moment, deceived nor seduced by the promise
of power. In fact, his well-documented practice was to speak out boldly and
unapologetically against amoral, foul treatment of powerless people. | cannot hope to
live a life as moral and nonviolent as Christ, but | will certainly continue to express my
Christian faith - as is my guaranteed right - to follow his example to speak out on behalf
of those who have less power and privilege than the groups who want to harm them.

Shame on any lawmaker who tries to bury the freedom to exercise Christian faith as it
was originally modeled - not by modern churches, but by Christ himself. Christian faith
commands us to have courage and stand against violence and corruption, not to fall
into the cowardly promises of power and wealth.

SB 87 is a bill that can be interpreted clearly as curtailing personal rights and liberties
guaranteed to the people of Ohio in both the U.S. Constitution and Ohio Constitution.
SB 87 has no business being debated by the legislature of the State of Ohio, nor should
it be codified into the Ohio Revised Code.

Respectfully submitted by Ohio citizen Julia Kay Coughlin, February 17, 2026



