
Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee 

Opposition Testimony for SB 87 

 

Dear members of this committee, 

 

Today you will hear from many of your constituents in opposition to this legislation. My 
name is Samantha Baker and I am here today to stand with my neighbors and fellow 
Ohioans to urge you to vote NO on SB 87. 

Adopting the IHRA definition of antisemitism does nothing to protect anyone and only 
serves to divide us further while also infringing upon our first amendment right to freedom 
of speech and expression. This is a dangerous and unconstitutional bill. Not to mention 
completely unnecessary when we already have laws in place to protect against 
antisemitism and ethnic intimidation. 

Zionism is a political ideology, not a religious one, and conflating Zionism with Semitism is 
dishonest and dangerous. Zionism, at its core, is a racist, settler-colonial political ideology. 
This is not opinion; this is what the founders of Zionism and those that adhere to it have 
stated as their intended goals. This racist political ideology aims to ethnically cleanse 
Palestinians from their ancestral homeland and so Zionism itself is inherently antisemitic, 
racist, and inhumane. After all, Palestinians are also a Semitic people and deserve the 
same rights and protections as everyone else. Even the author of the IHRA definition of 
antisemitism (Kenneth Stern) expressed that it’s demonstrably wrong that this definition 
has no impact on free speech. I’d say it’s worth noting when the guy that wrote the 
definition is telling you that it infringes on our first amendment rights. 

I hope that through the course of today’s testimony, you members of this committee will 
listen to your constituents’ concerns and vote no on SB 87. 

 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely,  

Samantha Baker 


