
Subject: Please Oppose SB 87  – Concerns from a Jewish Constituent 

Dear Committee, 

As a Jewish Ohioan, I urge you to oppose efforts to encode the International Holocaust 

Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism into law. Let me be clear: 

antisemitism is a real and dangerous evil. My own family fled it in Eastern Europe. But 

the IHRA definition, as drafted, does more to harm the fight against antisemitism than 

to help it. 

The IHRA definition’s primary function has become conflating legitimate criticism of 

Israeli state violence against Palestinians with antisemitism. This misuse silences human 

rights advocates, Palestinians, and Jewish voices like mine who speak out against 

injustice, wherever it occurs. 

This conflation is dangerous for several reasons: 

1. It wrongly equates criticism of a modern nation-state with age-old religious 

bigotry, undermining the fight against real antisemitism. 

2. It distracts from rising right-wing extremism here at home, offering a cosmetic fix 

that ignores the true sources of hate. 

3. It threatens my freedom as a Jew to question injustice—a sacred value I was 

raised to uphold—by labeling such critique as hatred of my own people. 

No nation-state should be immune from criticism. By singling out Israel for 

unprecedented protection, the IHRA definition risks fueling further resentment. True 

safety comes from strengthening existing hate crime laws to protect everyone equally. 

Thank you for your time and for considering my perspective, and that of a growing 

constituency.  

Wendy Bilgen  

 


