
OPPONENT TESTIMONY OF Eden Truax 

S.B. 87 Define antisemitism; expand offense of ethnic intimidation 

Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee 

Feb 16th, 2026 

 

Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the Ohio 

Senate Judiciary Committee: 

My name is Eden Truax. I am a mathematics major at Ohio University and a resident of Athens County. I 

am writing out of a deep concern for the contents of SB87 which significantly limits the First Amendment 

rights of students outraged about the genocidal actions of Israel to protest. 

The inclusion of the IHRA definition of antisemitism is dangerous to both Pro-palestine groups - which 

include many Jewish people - and Jewish Zionists. The author of the IHRA definition of antisemitism 

himself, Kenneth Stern, said this in the Guardian in December 2019.1 While Stern is a Zionist, he asserts 

that the definition that has been applied is about suppressing free speech through creating a chilling effect 

that has hurt well-meaning protesters. This does nothing to protect Jewish people, as should be the use of 

implementing a definition of antisemitism into law. 

I have seen in my own community a friend, Nancy Epling, lose her job of over 10 years over a 

misrepresentation of outrage for genocide as antisemitism. This forced her to move away. A bill such as 

SB87 only puts more members of my community at risk of not just losing their job, but becoming a felon 

over protest, even when it is peaceful. A riot can include peaceful obstructions of administration or 

instruction at an educational institution. This form of « riot » paired with ethnic intimidation, which 

through SB7 could include the widely misused IHRA definition of antisemitism, would result in a felony 

for those involved.2 Whether or not this legislature deems this form of protest appropriate, either for 

reason or method of peaceful protest, should certainly not constitute a felony. 

 

It is not the job of our legislature to determine what subjects are appropriate for protest. By implementing 

the IHRA definition of antisemitism, which has been used inappropriately to silence anti-genocide 

protestors, into law the Ohio legislature would be making a judgment call not on actions but on speech in 

such a way that would harm well-meaning members of Ohio communities. 

 

For these reasons, I urge the Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee to vote NO on SB87 

 

Sincerely, 

Eden Truax 

 
1 https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/dec/13/antisemitism-executive-order-trump-chilling-effect 
2 https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/download?key=26966 
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