
To Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and 
members of the Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee: 
February 17, 2026 
 
I am writing to express my opposition to SB 87. Having studied History at The Ohio 
State University, which included a research thesis of 207 pages related to racial 
discrimination in the United States, I do take seriously reviewing available sources, 
different perspectives, and analyzing available relevant documents and books in making 
a conclusion. I bring this same focus to understanding the situation in Gaza, the West 
Bank, Lebanon, Yemen, and Sudan. I have arrived at the conclusion that Israel is an 
apartheid state that operates with laws that privilege Israeli citizens and overtly treats 
non-Jews, particularly Palestinians, as inferior and with disdain. I remain convinced that 
systematic extermination – mass murder and ethnic cleansing, in other words – is going 
on in Gaza. I strongly oppose what the nation of Israel, through its military and its illegal 
settlers and its government, are doing to Palestinians and others who personally 
oppose Israel’s mass murder policy. 
 
If S.B. 87 were law right now, my expression of my research- and evidence-based 
conclusions to you could be deemed “antisemitic” under the IHRA definition. It is 
important to keep in mind that there is no disclaimer in SB 87 stating that it isn’t 
intended to shackle free speech, because it clearly is. You can’t stop me from holding 
and expressing my beliefs about what Israel is perpetrating in Gaza with flimsy 
censorship, but then, no one can fire me from a job or kick me out of school or publicly 
punish me.  If you make this bill a law, you will silence many others from sharing their 
views and their truth because those are the stakes for holding the “wrong” opinion under 
S.B. 87. That is why you must reject this proposal. 
 
Stuart Lukz 
Long Grove, IL (formerly Columbus, OH) 


