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Opponent Testimony RE SB 87  

Actions speak louder than words, is one of those principles that we generally all agree on, like “do a 
good turn daily.” I ask you why would you want to monitor my words and the free words of all 
Ohioans? As we witness the horrific genocide in Gaza, Ohio legislators propose that we avoid 
saying who-done-it with Senate Bill 87. Can you tell me that with the passage of this bill, I will not be 
penalized for criticizing apartheid Israel in public or on line? We may want to discuss the Middle 
East crisis, especially since our tax dollars bought the bullets that penetrate and bleed Palestinian 
bodies from 3-months old to eighty-years-old from Rafah, Gaza, to Hebron and Bethlehem and so 
many other cities, camps, and villages in occupied Palestine? 

Not only since October 2023, but for decades, the actions of the Israeli genocide seen in pictures,  
worth 1000s of words, scream agony, loss, and torture, but shall be silenced as inappropriate and 
potentially felonious at Ohio’s institutions and in the coffee houses, and the streets if you enact, or 
even move toward enaction, of Senate Bill (SB) 87.  

SB 87 sounds like the unspoken code of an organized crime ring, specializing in murder, and 
disposing of the bodies. After the ring of criminals wash their hands of the crime, a vow of silence 
must ensue. “What murders? What bodies?” they say or claim self-defense -  “they are the children 
of children of terrorists,” the Israeli government tells its army. The U.S. continues to pay and assist 
in the silencing. 

SB 87 seeks to silence Ohioans from speaking openly about apartheid Israel, settler colonialism, or 
Zionism and the violence and gross violation of human rights they have perpetrated throughout 
Palestine and the diaspora.  

Have you traveled to Occupied Palestine? Those of us who have traveled to the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza find a respectful People, family-oriented, well-schooled, and gracious. We take it to heart 
when we can’t talk about the ethnic cleansing of the Palestinian People. By silencing me and all 
Ohioans with SB 87, you let the genocide regime go free to commit more mayhem as part of a 
Zionist project perpetrated by the nuclear-armed superpower Israel and funded by U.S. taxpayers. 

Vote “No” on SB 87. 

 

 

 

 


