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Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the 
Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee: 
 
In December 2024, Ohioans opposed SB 297, a similar bill to SB 87 to Define antisemitism and 
expand the offense of ethnic intimidation. Committee members received testimonies from over 
70 opponents. Then, in a last-minute effort to secure passage, the bill’s provisions were hidden 
deep within HB 315, a township policy bill, which we swiftly moved to address by alerting our 
representatives. Ohioans have repeatedly opposed the adoption of the IHRA’s (Internationational 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance) “Working definition of antisemitism” into Ohio law. As 
repeatedly stated by the lead drafter himself, Kenneth Stern, the definition was never meant to 
function as law. Stern has stated “the working definition has been primarily used (and I argue, 
grossly abused) to suppress and chill pro-Palestinian speech”. That is exactly what SB 87 would 
do, it is unconstitutional and would violate our First Amendment rights.  
 
Rising incidents of hate are a serious concern and must be addressed, however, the Ohio Revised 
code already penalizes Ethnic intimidation crimes motivated by race, color, religion, or national 
origin. SB 87 is not the solution and it does not fill any gaps. Through use of this intentionally 
vague definition of antisemitism, it is clear that the intent of SB 87’s sponsors is not to curb the 
rise of ethnic hate but rather to criminalize those who criticize Israel for committing genocide in 
Gaza or apartheid in the occupied West Bank. The potential legal embrace of the IHRA 
definition is a systematic attempt to stifle free speech and would create the opportunity for 
viewpoint-based enforcement. If the General Assembly wishes to further address hate-motivated 
crime, HB 306 offers an appropriate framework without diminishing protected speech or 
introducing confusion and selective enforcement.  
 
 
 

https://www.jewishvoiceforlabour.org.uk/article/the-ihra-definition-revisited-by-its-lead-drafter/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/12/amnesty-international-concludes-israel-is-committing-genocide-against-palestinians-in-gaza/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/12/amnesty-international-concludes-israel-is-committing-genocide-against-palestinians-in-gaza/
https://www.btselem.org/publications/fulltext/202101_this_is_apartheid
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2022/02/israels-system-of-apartheid/

