IN THE OHIO SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITION TO SENATE BILL 87
February 18, 2026

Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members:
There is no such thing as an innocent Zionist, nor a truthful one.

There’s a quote, often wrongly attributed to Voltaire that goes, “To learn who rules over you,
simply find out who you are not allowed to criticize.”

We all know it’s an election year, and you're trying to make sure you look favorable with the
powerful Zionist Lobby so that you are in line for their largess.

I'm Jewish and lived most of my life in Zio-world, and I know the score, so let’s be real here. Let’s
not pretend this bill is about anything other than that. The Israel-firsters want you to make
support for their Genocidal Zionist fantasy the law of this state, and they will reward you
handsomely for it.

As a gay Ohioan, I also know that those of you in the majority have no otherwise principled
attachment to using state power to protect minority groups. When it comes to protecting people
based on their sexual orientation or gender identity, you refuse to based on the old “special
rights” trope. Those of us who have been around know that it all comes down to those who
shower you with campaign cash can get “special rights,” and the fact that we're here at all is
testament to that.

What else could it be that makes Jews - and not even all Jews — Zionist Jews who shamelessly
support a Genocidal settler-colonial project 6,100 miles away so special?

What makes the lawless Apartheid state that they put first, entitled to to state protection at the
expense of everyone else’s First Amendment rights? The answer least damaging to your
reputation should be that it’s all about the money. It becomes treason if it is anything else.

There are two kinds of what is commonly known as “antisemitism” — the real kind and the
pretend kind.

The real kind is easy to spot, and rare, and doesn’t need to be defined in law. It is simply
prejudice against or hatred of Jews. Period. No linguistic trickery is needed.

The linguistic trickery is only needed when it comes to pretending that the state of Ohio has an
interest protecting the illegal, immoral, anti-Jewish, Genocidal acts of a foreign country that was
created illegitimately as a settler colonial project 78 years ago, and now can’t withstand scrutiny,
only approximating legitimacy if there’s a law preventing people from talking about such
spurious country and its behavior, an as Voltaire didn’t say, how it rules over us.

How do you think that protects Jews?



Nothing will cause more real antisemitism — prejudice against or hatred of Jews - than the
blowback from what these deceitful Zionists are trying t get you to do.

Nothing breathes life into those medieval tropes about Jews like putting the International
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance text into state law.

Ohio Jewish Communities and he others you heard from last week are Zionist organizations, not
Jewish ones.

They represent Zionist interests, including the government of Israel and its Likud political party,
and yes, its intelligence arms. They hijack but do not represent Jews. If they represented
anything else to you, they are not being truthful.

For those of us who believe in actual Jewish ethics, and who are not Jewish supremacists, the real
definition of antisemitism is just fine.

But even among Zionists there is not unanimity around the IHRA definition.
Kenneth Stern, who authored the IHRA language as an academic exercise loudly opposes its use
in law, arguing that it is used to suppress criticism of Israel and has a chilling effect on free

speech. I have attached his argument as Exhibit 1.

As Exhibit 2 I have attached another definition of antisemitism. This one is the Jerusalem
Declaration on Antisemitism.

To be clear, I don’t endorse the Jerusalem Declaration, and I oppose it becoming law too. RatherI
share it because a convention of 370 Jewish scholars, mostly Zionist, are so uncomfortable with
the ITHRA definition that they felt the need to supplant it. One of those 370 is Robin E. Judd,
Associate Professor of History at Ohio State.

Right in the preamble to the Jerusalem Declaration, authors call out IHRA, saying, “Because the
IHRA definition is unclear in key respects and widely open to different interpretations, it has
caused confusion and generated controversy, hence weakening the fight against antisemitism.”

Got that? Weakening the fight against antisemitism.

Because the people who want you to make the IHRA definition law are Zionists before they are
Jews, they don’t care about the blowback, or fighting real discrimination against Jews.

They care most about protecting the Zionist Project and the illegitimate state it spawned.
This is their mask-off moment.
Don’t let it be yours.

There is no such thing as an innocent Zionist, nor a truthful one.



Respectfully offered,

/s/ERIC RESNICK
Canton, Ohio



