
Tuesday, February 17, 2026


Opponent testimony to OH SB 87 
Submitted by Carole Gilchrist, 17 FEB, 2026.


First:


I would like to challenge the word “anti- SEMITISM’, being that the Palestinians ARE 
the Semitic People, and for the most part, the Israelis, and the illegal settlers, are of a 
European/ Ashkenazi bloodline.


Researcher Scarlett Marshall, in a 2016 study published in Nature, concluded that the 
biogeographical affinities of "both Syrians and Palestinians are highly localised to the 
Levant", the authors also noted that the biogeographical affinity of Palestinians goes in 
agreement with historical records and previous studies on their uniparental markers, 
which all suggest that Palestinians at least in part descend from local Israelite converts 
to Islam after the Islamic expansion.


Regarding Discrimination, and BIAS, Favor, Preference or Prejudice:


Do we not have laws, or should we not have Laws, that protect ALL people from 
dicrimination and prejudice? If our laws aren’t strong enough, shouldn’t we focus our 
attention to make our attempts to protect, … stronger?


When we favor ANY certain group, to privilege them to rights beyond what other 
groups are entitled to…. isn’t that a discrimination of PREFERENCE? 


Do we love the Jews MORE? Should they be treated MORE specially than blacks, or 
native Americans, or Mexicans, or women in hijab? I can’t understand why we need 
EXTRA-special laws for certain (FAVORED?) people, over all others!


To FAVOR or show Preference for ANYONE, is to discriminate and show Prejudice for 
all others. This is the antithesis of Equal Justice Under the Law. 


Israel is a Political Entity, as are all Nations of the World.


How is it that we can criticize Russia for a Policy, but not Israel. How is it that we can 
deem (for instance) Cuba’s ideology, but not Israel’s? How is it that we can SANCTION 
Venezuela, but we cannot sanction a state perpetrating a Genocide on an unarmed, 
innocent, living, working population; and target their CHILDREN via sharpshooters!
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And watch as Israel harvests organs from uncharged, untried hostages of the Israeli 
illegal detention prisons.


We are War criminals to allow arms & military erequipment to go to War Crimiinal 
States. We are culpable! We exercise Crimes Against Humanity!


Hamas, by the way, IS the elected government of Gaza. Gaza is ILLEGALLY 
OCCUPIED by the Rogue State of Israel. Hamas is within their not only RIGHT, but 
OBLIGATION to RESIST, not only the occupation, but all the daily illegal behavior of 
Israel. If Hamas cannot be armed; then neither swhould Israel be able to; noit the US, 
nor Ukraine.


“More efforts must be taken to investigate, prosecute and punish those who assist in 
perpetrating international crimes through arms transfers. Barriers to effectively 
challenge arms transfer decisions through independent courts should also be reviewed 
and lifted”, said Volker Turk, the U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights.


Thank you for your time & attention, 


Carole Gilchrist, Constituent
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