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Proponent Testimony on Senate Bill 178
Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee
March 11, 2026

Chairman Manning, Vice Chairwoman Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and
members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on Senate Bill 178, which
would establish the Task Force on Missing Women and Girls who are Black,
Indigenous, or People of Color.

My name is Kirsti Mouncey, and | am writing on behalf of the Collaborative to End
Human Trafficking (CTEHT). CTEHT works across Northeast Ohio to prevent human
trafficking through public awareness, professional training, and cross-sector
collaboration with law enforcement, service providers, and community partners.

Senate Bill 178 addresses an urgent and often overlooked crisis. Nationally, Black
women and girls are disproportionately represented among missing persons cases.
According to data from the National Crime Information Center, Black women and girls
made up roughly 37% of missing women and girls in the United States in 2022,
despite representing a much smaller share of the population. Indigenous women also
face alarmingly high rates of violence and disappearance.

Through CEHT’s work training law enforcement, healthcare professionals, educators,
and community organizations to recognize and respond to human trafficking, we
regularly see how missing persons cases and trafficking victimization intersect. Many
trafficking survivors report periods where they were missing, disconnected from support
systems, or not initially identified as victims. Strengthening the systems that respond to
missing persons cases is therefore a critical component of trafficking prevention.

The Task Force created by SB 178 would provide Ohio with an important opportunity to
improve coordination across agencies, strengthen culturally competent responses from
first responders, and develop better data and strategies to address this crisis. Just as
importantly, the bill ensures that individuals with lived experience and representatives
from impacted communities help shape solutions. CEHT strongly supports the bill’s
focus on public awareness, prevention strategies, and community engagement. A
statewide effort to better understand and respond to missing and murdered women and
girls of color will help Ohio improve prevention, strengthen response systems, and
support families searching for their loved ones.

Thank you for your time and for your consideration of Senate Bill 178. CEHT
respectfully urges the committee’s support.

Sincerely,
Kirsti Mouncey
Collaborative to End Human Trafficking



