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Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson and members of 
this committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony regarding House Bill 168. I 
appear before you as an interested party in strong support of this legislation and to urge the 
immediate inclusion of Public Parks and Playgrounds Amendment AM_136_0786. 

House Bill 168 takes necessary steps to strengthen penalties for registered sex offenders 
convicted of child enticement and to clarify Ohio Revised Code 2950 so that it can be 
enforced consistently and effectively by law enforcement. These updates are important. 
However, as currently drafted, the bill is incomplete—and children remain at risk—because 
it does not include protection for public parks and playgrounds. 

This omission is unacceptable. 

During the review and revision of Ohio’s sex offender statutes, multiple gaps were identified 
in existing law. One of the most serious failures is the exclusion of public parks and 
playgrounds. Places specifically designed for children to gather, play, and participate in 
community life. These locations are not incidental. They are central to Ohio families and 
deserve explicit protection. 

Ohio Revised Code 2950.034 was clearly intended to protect children in locations where 
they are most vulnerable. Yet due to lack of language, public parks and playgrounds were 
left out. As a result, registered sex offenders may legally reside in close proximity to these 
spaces. The risk is not hypothetical. Predators do not need to stand inside a park to target 
children; they can observe from nearby homes or properties, remaining unseen by parents 
and caregivers. 



Public Parks and Playgrounds Amendment AM_136_0786 directly corrects this failure 
by prohibiting registered sex offenders from residing within 1,000 feet of public parks and 
playgrounds. House Bill 168 is the appropriate and responsible vehicle for this 
amendment. There is no policy-based reason—and no moral justification—for excluding it. 

This gap was identified by concerned citizens more than a year ago. A proposal was 
brought forward and discussed with the sponsors of House Bill 168, who advised that an 
amendment to this bill was the most efficient and effective path. That guidance was 
followed. The amendment is prepared. The risk is known. The solution is before you. 

Ohio’s General Assembly has the authority to act decisively on legislation with broad 
bipartisan support. With that authority comes responsibility. Choosing not to include this 
amendment is not a matter of timing or process, it is a decision to leave children 
unprotected in the very places intended for their safety. 

I respectfully urge this Committee, and Senator Manning in particular, to adopt Public 
Parks and Playgrounds Amendment AM_136_0786 and include it in House Bill 168. Ohio 
families should not be asked to wait for another General Assembly while a known and 
documented gap in the law remains unaddressed. 

Ohio’s children deserve to be safe where they play. 

Thank you, 

Angie Hall 
Brewster, Ohio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


