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Cha|r Manning‘an'd fellow members of Judiciary Committee, thank you for the
Spportunity to provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 357 legislation that «
Hallds on the: previously enacted Sierah’s law from 2018.
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fq} 201 6, Un|verS|ty of Toledo student Sierah Joughin was abducted and

Ty

m i ~dered by an individual with a violent past who lived close to her home.
Af‘rer that tragedy, the family of Sierah worked with then State Senator Randy
Gardner of the Second Senate District on legislation that would create the::
gtatgwide Violent Offenders Database. Senate Bill 231, known as:Sierah’sia
Lraws:would get signed into law by then Governor John Kasich in December of
20'(18 Since the enactment of that law, nearly 6,000 violent offenders have

reg‘!stered inithe database.’

Sehate Bill 357 builds off the previously enacted Sierah’s Law by improving the
database so that the public can access this information from any location."
Whether you‘are on your computer at home, or on your phone while you are
movmg your child into her first off campus apartment, you would be able to
VIeW this database. Under current law, the Violent Offenders Database can
on y be accessed at your local sheriff’s office.

Imaddition to improving public access, Senate Bill 357 adds second degree
felony strangulation to the offenses requiring registration and make this
Jnformatlon available to law enforcement through LEADS, the Law
Enforcement Automated Data System.

b o duf Nearly 6,000 violent offenders have registered in the database: hitps://www.13abe.com/2026/01/20/nearly-6000-violent-
U criminalg-registered-under-sierahs-law-ohio/ L
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“’Knowiedge is power,” an often-cited quote that goes back hundreds of years
but stlll is true today. “Knowledge is power” for parents. Knowledge can mean
havmg the abmty to see if any nearby neighbors have history of violent
offences. Knowledge, in the case of Senate Bill 357, provides Ohioans with
arnother tool:at their disposal to better protect themselves and their loved;ava.
ones.

Lthink we all can agree that safety is among the top concerns of citizens
throughout thls state and country for that matter. We should be explorlng all
options we have to keep the people of our state safe. Even just giving Ohioans
access to the Violent Offender Database at their fingertips can go a long way.
In'what could be a simple two-minute search on your phone, you can either
identify individuals with a past record of violent crimes or have peace of mind
that no neighbors nearby have a violent past.

Chair Manning, thank you for allowing me to provide sponsor testimony on
Senate Bill 357. | am happy to answer any questions the committee may have.



