STATEMENT OF DIANE L. REDLEAF
in Support of SB 277
before the Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee (March 25, 2026)

Thank you Chairman Manning and distinguished members of the Ohio Senate
Judiciary Committee. Thank you for bringing SB 277 forward for a proponent’s
hearing.

My name is Diane Redleaf. 1 am submitting this statement in my capacity as the
legal consultant to Let Grow, which is a national non-profit whose mission is to
make it easy, normal, and legal to give children reasonable independence. In my
role as legal consultant, I have worked with state legislators and broad coalitions of
supporters to advocate for the passage of bills like SB 277. T also drafted materials
in Let Grow’s legislative toolkit, which includes a number of articles I’ve written
or co-written that have been published in legal and social science publications.

I am a lawyer who graduated in 1979 from Stanford Law School. I have served on
the American Bar Association’s National Alliance for Parent Representation’s
Steering Committee. I have taught as a visiting professor of law at the University
of Chicago Law School and Loyola Law School (Chicago). Since 2018, I’ve been
the legal consultant to Let Grow. I’'m also a long-time child and family advocate
from the Chicago area, where I founded and led the non-profit Family Defense
Center from 2005 until 2017.

Laws that Let Grow supports have passed in 12 states to date: Utah (2018), Texas
(2021), Oklahoma (2021), Colorado (2022), Virginia (2023), Connecticut (2023),
[llinois (2023), Montana (2023) and Georgia (2025), Florida (2025), and Missouri
(2025)(these bills were passed or signed into law in the order set forth above). 7
of these states passed the law unanimously, including Virginia and Florida (whose
bills are very similar to SB 277). The other four states passed bills protecting
children’s independence with overwhelming bipartisan support. HB 1035, also
similar to Ohio’s SB 277, passed the Indiana House unanimously and was signed
by Indiana Governor Mike Braun on Feb. 24, 2026.

Vague state neglect and endangerment laws affect families across the United
States. These laws create a chilling effect on parents’ decisions to allow their
children the freedom parents want to give them. Many states lack a clear legal line
between ordinary childhood activities and conduct that truly requires state
intervention. This lack of clarity leads to confusion for parents and reluctance to
let children have the independence they crave and are ready for. This lack of clarity



also leads unnecessary expenditures on child protection investigations (and hotline
call screeners for calls that should not have been made solely because a child is
outside playing).

I probably don’t need to tell you that police and child protective services
investigations can have very serious traumatic impacts on families even when the
outcome is an unfounded case.

This legislation protects families who are not endangering their children. At the
same time, it enables the state to use all available resources to address children
who are in genuine serious risk of harm in their homes.

Reasonable Childhood Independence Legislation that Let Grow advocates has
improved this picture for millions of Americans—fully 1/3 of America’s children
live in state where legislation protects their right to engage in independence when
their parents get to decide they are ready to manage it. The legislation we support
support has several key elements: (1) it exempts children’s independent activities
for the state’s definition of neglect or “children in need of care” provisions (as this
category is denominated in Kansas) and/or child endangerment; (2) it clarifies
that endangerment requires evidence of an obvious danger that the parent has
negligently disregarded; and (3) provides common-sense examples of independent
activities through a non-exclusive listing of activities that children are able to
engage in without constant adult supervision.

Let Grow has heard from parents across the country that they are afraid they
cannot leave the house for 15 minutes to run an errand. They fear cannot let their
children use public transportation or walk to school, not because their child would
be unable to manage that activity, but because the parents fear a hotline or 911 call
and a CPS investigation. We also know that clarifying the law in these gives
parents piece of mind and moves the child protection system in the direction of
supporting parents and healthy child development.

Around the country I work in partnership with lawyers, psychologists and other
mental health professionals, educators, pediatricians, and family practitioners, and
many parents, all of whom are united across race, class and other demographic
lines to support this legislation in multiple states, including here in Florida.

SB 277 will benefit lower income families who need more flexibility. Not all
families have the means to watch their children 24/7. It advances racial justice too.
We know that nationally that 53% of African American children will have a DCF



investigation at some point in their lives, as compared with 37% of Caucasian
children.

We have seen the unanimous or near unanimous support of measure just like SB
408 1n other states because these are common sense bills as well as good law and
policy.

Thank you for considering my statement as you deliberate on SB 408.

Diane L. Redleaf
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