March 23, 2026

Dear Chairman Manning and Members of the Ohio Senate Judiciary
Committee,

This statement is offered in support of the pending legislation, SB 277,
sponsored by Senate Majority Floor Leader Theresa Gavarone. Thank you for
your leadership in bringing this bill forward for hearing.

My name is Lenore Skenazy. | am the President of the national non-profit Let
Grow. At Let Grow, we believe in safety -- helmets, seatbelts, and car seats.
But we don't believe kids need a security detail every time they leave the
house. Instead, we believe in the right of parents to make the decisions they
know are best for their kids. We need to trust both our kids and parents to let
kids be kids without fear that the government will second guess them, label
them, or threaten them with arrest or family separation.

And yet, despite crime coming down about 50% since its peak in the ‘90s
(2025 is onrecord to have the biggest drop EVER in homicides), many kids
today are driven from activity to activity, and plenty more spend hours on the
couch, staring at a screen. There's a river of reasons for this, but one is that
some parents worry that even if they know their kids are capable of walking to
grandma's, someone else might consider them "neglected" and call 911.

They are scared by stories of parents whose confidence in their kids was
mistaken for neglect. Brittany Patterson, whose experience in Georgia | was
the first person to report on. And she is only the latest parent arrested for
letting her son out of her sight whose story has captured national attention.

Other such parents include Texas mom Kari Anne Roy, who let her 6-year-old
play outside within view of the house, but was investigated for neglect when a
passerby called the cops. And Natasha Felix, who let her kids, 11,9, and 5
play at the park across from her apartment and she, too, was investigated for
neglect. And there's the famous case of Danielle and Alex Meitiv who let their
kids, 10 and 6, walk home from the park together and were investigated not
once but twice.

One good way to make sure that Ohio doesn’t become the next home for a
story like Brittany’s, Natasha’s, or Danielle’s, is to pass SB 277 into law.


https://reason.com/2024/11/11/mom-jailed-for-letting-10-year-old-walk-alone-to-town/

That’s what Utah did in 2018 and 11 states have followed Utah’s lead since
then—with wide margins of support on both sides of the aisle. Florida,
Georgia, and Missouri joined the list of states just last year, in an effort to
prevent such stories there too, and Governor Mike Braun just signed Indiana’s
HB 1035 into law this February!

SB 277 will also benefit those parents who have little money, leaving them no
choice but to trust their kids with independence as soon as they believe the
kids are ready for it. Not everyone can afford to helicopter parent, after all.

But childhood freedom is not just a parenting issue. It's a health issue. As
children's independence has been going down, childhood obesity, anxiety,
and even suicide have been going up. Let Grow co-founder Prof. Peter Gray,
has brought national attention the fact that as children’s independence has
gone down over the decades, their anxiety and depression have gone up -
research he published in the Journal of Pediatrics in 2023.

We believe that parents deserve to know that neglect laws protect them. We
consider this law change as vital to distinguish true neglect -- i.e., when you
blatantly disregard your child's safety and welfare -- from its opposite, which
is trusting your kids as they increase theirindependence as part of the larger
world.

Finally, we believe that bills like SB 277 help the authorities charged with
keeping kids and families safe to use their precious resources to investigate
TRUE cases of neglect, not parents who give their kids the kind of childhood
most of us grew up with.

Yours,

Lenore Skenazy
President, Let Grow Inc.
New York, NY
Lenore@LetGrow.org

646 734 8426

March 20, 2026


https://www.jpeds.com/article/S0022-3476(23)00111-7/abstract
mailto:Lenore@LetGrow.org

