Hello, my name is Ellen Bokisa. My husband and | live in Parma, Ohio and have 5 wonderful
children, ages 11, 10, 8, 2, and 4 months.

As | observe the world in which | am raising my children, | am concerned at how dependent
children are. We are raising a generation of fearful, anxious children who are not able to fend for
themselves. They lack basic life skills, and they crumble under pressure without the support and
intervention of adults. These children are becoming adults who cannot go to job interviews
without mom’s support, cannot complete college scholarship applications, and who have never
known true responsibility.

My two oldest sons are born 12 months apart, so they do virtually everything together. When
they were 7 and 8 years old we decided to allow them to explore a little bit of freedom in our
neighborhood and push their comfort levels a bit.

We looked at a calendar together and picked a day for them to have a picnic together at the end
of our street. The park is only a block away, but is just far enough that it is out of sight of our
suburban home. Expectations were laid out, and off they went. One of them carried a bag with 2
lunchables, and the other carried a picnic blanket on the short walk.

They were nervous to go without us, but all they needed to do was put practiced skills into
action. They knew how to cross a street safely. They knew to clean up their trash after eating.
They knew to stay together. They had their “Let Grow Kid Cards” in their pockets. These cards
had written information on them to let any concerned stranger know that they had parental
permission to be alone at the park, and even included mom and dad’s contact info if the
stranger wanted to call us and double check.

All the things were in place for them to have a safe, independent experience. About 10 minutes
after they left, they returned back home with their half-eaten lunches in hand. | asked why they
didn’t stay longer and at least finish their lunches. The younger of the two boys burst into tears

and said that as soon as they started eating, a police officer pulled in to the parking lot and was
watching them. They got scared that they did something wrong so they packed up and hurried

home.

About a minute later, we heard a knock on the door. The police officer stood on our porch and
said he had received a call from a concerned neighbor of the park, stating that two young boys
were abandoned alone at the park. He had pulled into the park to check on them, and when he
saw them leaving, he followed them to make sure they made it home safely.

This “concerned” neighbor didn’t approach my boys to ask if things were ok. He didn’t ask why
they were there, or where their parents were. He simply saw two children who were safely
experiencing the park without supervision, and assumed that something had gone terribly
wrong. Rather than helping them, he ended up scaring them by making them feel they had done
something wrong.



If, as a society, we refuse to push children out of their comfort zones, we cannot expect them to
be prepared to face adult life on their own. But as a society, we need to realize that it takes a
village. When | send my kids on safe, controlled, independent tasks, | need the cashier at the
store to be patient, the teller at the bank to be helpful, and the neighbors of the park to be
understanding.

| am proud to be raising children who can confidently order for themselves at restaurants, who
can deposit their own birthday money at the bank, who know to stay to the right side of the
sidewalk, and who finish their homework without reminders. Please know and understand that
they did not learn to do these things because | did it all for them. Over the years, | have slowly
pushed them. | have asked and expected them to do things independently, even if it felt
awkward or uncomfortable.

Thank you for sponsoring SB 277. | support this legislation because children benefit from
reasonable childhood independence, and families should not fear investigation for allowing
these normal childhood activities. As a society, let's work together to push children to be
independent, so that as adults they can be too.
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