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March 23, 2026

Hon. Nathan H. Manning and Members of the Committee
Committee on Judiciary
Ohio Senate

RE: SB 163 — Identity Fraud - Support
Dear Chair Manning and Members of the Committee:

The National Insurance Crime Bureau (NICB) is a national, century-old, not-for-profit organization
supported by approximately 1,200 property and casualty insurance companies, including many who write
business in Ohio. Working hand-in-hand with our member companies and Ohio state and local law
enforcement, we help to detect, prevent, and deter insurance crimes, including identity fraud.

Insurance fraud is not a victimless crime. A 2022 study conducted placed total U.S. insurance fraud at
$308.6 billion. Fraudsters will exploit every avenue, forum, and opportunity to bilk consumers and their
insurers to line their own pockets, including identity fraud. In recent years, identity theft and fraud scams
have steadily increased, resulting in, according to AARP, over $47 billion in total losses in 2024.
Recently, the exponential growth of artificial intelligence (AI) has exacerbated the issue. Generative Al
offers fraudsters quick and believable ways to replicate a person’s identity for the fraudster’s financial
benefit, including insurance and vehicle finance schemes.

Senate Bill 163 would help identity theft laws keep up with society’s most technologically sophisticated
fraudsters by criminalizing identity fraud involving a replica of a person. Accordingly, NICB
respectfully requests your support for SB 163.

Thank you for your consideration of our views. As always, please consider NICB a resource and partner

in the fight against insurance crime. If you have any questions or need additional information, please
contact me at hhandler@nicb.org or 312-771-3974.

Sincerely,
Howard Handler, Senior Director
Strategy, Policy and Government Affairs
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