March 23, 2026

TO: Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and
Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee

FROM: Emily Hana Wahl

RE: S.B. No. 277- Proponent Testimony

Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of
the Senate Judiciary Committee: | am pleased to offer proponent testimony for Senate
Bill 277.

I am an 11 year old homeschool student from Springfield and | support Senate Bill 277.
My parents encourage my brother and | to do things on our own. | know that they love
me and want to protect me. One of the scariest things | can imagine is being taken away
from my parents just for playing outside or walking to the store on my own. Without SB
277, that could actually happen. That's why | support this bill.

We don't have to choose between safety and independence. Every year, | go to Japan to
visit my grandparents. in Japan there are many children walking to their friends' homes
or buying groceries and even using public transit by themselves. We often play in parks
with friends without our parents' supervision. | have been doing this since | was seven.
But when we come back to Ohio, adults here don’t think we’re able to do these things. It
would be awful if someone reported me for doing normal things by myself.

If kids are always supervised, then they never learn to do anything on their own. That
actually teaches them to be helpless. Many kids here don't know how to go places on
their own and they get really uncomfortable when talking to adults. That's because they
don't get much practice.

If you want kids to be strong, you have to let us try things on our own. That's how we
learn. This bill doesn’t force parents to do anything, it just lets them decide when their
kids are ready. Parents know us best. Allowing independence is not neglect. Please
protect my independence and please support Senate Bill 277.

Thank you.
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