
March 23, 2026 

TO: Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and 

Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee 

FROM: Mark Douglas Wahl 

RE: S.B. No. 277– Proponent Testimony 

-------------------- 

Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and 

members of the Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony on SB277. My name is Mark Wahl 

and I am a resident of Clark County/District 10. I am writing today to urge you to Support 

this legislation. 

I am the father of a young lady who is also testifying in support of this bill. Like every 

parent, my wife and I want our children to be safe. But we also want them to grow into 

capable, confident, and responsible adults. That requires giving them opportunities to do 

things on their own, in ways that are appropriate for their age and maturity. 

SB 277 does not lower the standard for child safety. It simply clarifies that allowing 

reasonable independence is not neglect. Right now, parents can face scrutiny for 

decisions that, not long ago, were considered normal and even healthy. 

This bill restores something important: the ability for parents to use judgment without 

fear, and for children to gradually develop independence. 

Rather than speak for my daughter, her testimony speaks to what that independence 

has meant in her life. 

Thank you, and I respectfully ask you to support Senate Bill 277. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mark D. Wahl 

1681 Fairfield Pike 

Springfield, OH 45502 
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