Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and Members of the
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony today. My name is Mary Alleger,
and | am writing to express my strong support for Senate Bill 163. As generative technology
advances, our laws must evolve to protect the privacy, dignity, and safety of all Ohioans.

SB 163 provides a comprehensive framework to address the "dark side" of Artificial Intelligence
through several key mechanisms:

1. Transparency Through Mandatory Watermarking The bill enacts Section 1349.10 of the
Revised Code, which requires that Al-generated products intended for public consumption
include a clear watermark. In an era where "deepfakes" can be indistinguishable from reality,
this is a vital consumer protection measure. It ensures that Ohioans are not deceived by
fabricated media and that civil penalties for violations are directed into the Consumer Protection
Enforcement Fund to further safeguard our citizens.

2. Protecting Children from Simulated Exploitation The bill makes critical amendments to
Sections 2907.321, 2907.322, and 2907.323 to explicitly prohibit "simulated" child pornography.
By expanding these definitions to include "digitally or computer-generated" depictions that are
indistinguishable from an actual minor, the state is closing a dangerous loophole. We must
ensure that technology cannot be used as a shield for those who create or distribute materials
that fuel the exploitation of children.

3. Preventing ldentity Fraud and Protecting the "Persona” SB 163 updates Section 2913.49
to include the "persona"” of a person—their voice, image, or likeness—as protected identifying
information. It specifically prohibits the use of a digital replica to commit fraud or
misrepresentation. Furthermore, it provides victims with a clear civil cause of action to seek an
injunction or damages if their replica is used without consent. This empowers Ohioans to regain
control over their own identities in a digital world.

Conclusion SB 163 does not stifle innovation; it creates a culture of accountability. It protects
the integrity of our information, the safety of our children, and the ownership of our individual
identities. | respectfully urge this committee to support these common-sense protections and
vote "YES" on Senate Bill 163.



