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Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and
members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to
provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 338, also known as Andy’s Law.

The origin of this legislation traces back to Christmas Day of 2024, when Correction
Officer Andrew Lansing was brutally murdered by an inmate. Andy was a husband, a
father, a 10-year U.S. Army veteran, a public servant, and a great American who

dedicated his life to maintaining safety and order within Ohio’s correctional system.

In the time since his death, | went to the prison the very next morning and spoke with
correctional officers and management staff. | have also spoken with staff across our
state, and many came to my home to discuss the improvements needed and
ongoing challenges. What | consistently heard was deeply concerning. They
described a system where dangerous drugs are regularly entering our prisons, where
assaults on staff occur far too often, and where the consequences are not strong
enough to deter that behavior, along with a lack of prosecutions and investigations.

At the same time, many facilities—especially higher security institutions—are facing
critical staffing shortages, with vacancy rates in some cases approaching one in
three positions.

House Bill 338 is a direct response to these challenges and is intended to prevent a
tragedy like this from happening again.

First, the bill strengthens penalties for the most serious acts of violence by
expanding aggravated murder to include the killing of correctional employees and
others interacting with facilities, and requiring life without parole in those cases.



Currently, there are instances where offenders may be eligible for parole after
serving as little as 20 years for similar offenses.

It also increases penalties for assault in correctional settings, including a
mandatory, consecutive seven-year prison term for assault or felonious assault
against correctional staff and others working in or around these facilities. These
provisions ensure there are clear, meaningful consequences for acts of violence
and help reinforce deterrence within our institutions. Additionally, the bill enhances
penalties for harassment involving bodily substances.

The bill further addresses the flow of contraband by increasing penalties for the
illegal conveyance of drugs and communication devices onto correctional grounds
to a first-degree felony with mandatory prison time.

Beyond penalties, House Bill 338 includes operational reforms within the
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction. It requires the use of K9 units trained
by the Ohio State Highway Patrol training facility in Marysville and requires two K9
units per prison to detect contraband. It also strengthens visitation and screening
procedures, improves oversight, and allows the Department to bring in outside
expertise to help address staffing and retention challenges. The bill removes GTL
tablets as currently used in high-security prisons and eliminates higher education
programs in those facilities.

Finally, the bill ensures that if a correctional officer is killed in the line of duty, their
surviving spouse has continued access to health care benefits, providing stability
during an incredibly difficult time. Mrs. Lansing’s health care coverage was
cancelled just five days after her husband’s death—something | find deeply
disturbing, and | believe Ohio is better than this.

At its core, this legislation is about protecting the men and women who work in our
correctional facilities every day and ensuring their safety is treated as a priority.

It is unfortunate that it took the loss of a husband and father to bring these issues
forward, but we have a responsibility to act. Andy’s Law is about honoring his life by
making meaningful changes that help prevent future tragedies.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on House Bill 338.
| respectfully ask for your support and would be happy to answer any questions.
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