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Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the
Senate Judiciary committee, thank you for the opportunity to present sponsor testimony for House

Bill 338 — Andy’s Law.

House Bill 338 is a direct response to the tragic and senseless murder of Correction Officer Andrew
Lansing, who was killed in the line of duty on Christmas Day 2024. His death underscored a serious
and ongoing issue within Ohio’s correctional system: the safety of the men and women who work
every day to protect our communities from within prison walls. This legislation is about ensuring

that such a tragedy never happens again.

At its core, House Bill 338 strengthens protections for correctional officers and others working in or
visiting correctional facilities by increasing penalties for violent offenses committed against them.
The bill expands the offense of aggravated murder to include the killing of correctional staff and

requires a sentence of life without parole in such cases.

Additionally, the bill addresses other forms of violence and misconduct that correctional staff
routinely face. It enhances penalties for assault, including incidents involving the throwing of bodily
fluids, and strengthens consequences for the illegal conveyance of drugs and contraband into

correctional facilities.

House Bill 338 also takes important steps to improve institutional safety and operations. It requires

increased use of drug detection measures, including K-9 units, and strengthens security protocols for



individuals entering facilities. These provisions are designed to reduce the flow of dangerous

contraband, which fuels violence and undermines rehabilitation efforts.

Beyond accountability, this legislation reinforces the principle that an assault on a correctional
officer is an assault on the rule of law itself. By establishing clear, serious consequences for violent
behavior, House Bill 338 aims to deter misconduct, promote safer working conditions, and restore

respect for correctional professionals.

Ultimately, Andy’s Law is about protecting those who serve on the front lines of our justice system.
It sends a strong message that Ohio stands with its correctional officers and will not tolerate

violence against them.

Thank you for your consideration, and I respectfully ask for your support of House Bill 338.



