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House Bill 532 Sponsor Testimony

Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the
Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on
House Bill 532. House Bill 532 requires county Child Protective Services agencies to provide
temporary emergency care for non-resident children when they cannot be safely released to a
parent or guardian by law enforcement personnel. These situations commonly arise in cases
involving arrest, abandonment, runaway incidents, neglect, or other unsafe conditions.

Under current law, Child Protective Services will respond and take custody of children who
reside within their county. However, when a child is from outside the county, CPS will not
respond or assume custody. In those instances, responsibility for the child’s welfare falls to local
law enforcement. This creates a serious challenge. Our already short-staffed police departments
are left caring for children—sometimes for extended periods—despite not being trained or
equipped to provide child welfare services. Ensuring the safety and well-being of vulnerable
children is not the core function of law enforcement; it is the responsibility of trained child

welfare professionals.



House Bill 532 addresses this gap by ensuring all children are treated equally, regardless of
where they reside. For example, if an individual from Monroe County is arrested in Licking
County while accompanied by their child, this legislation would require Licking County Child
Protective Services to take temporary possession of the child. The agency would then coordinate
with family members or the child’s home county agency to arrange an appropriate transfer of
care.

In closing, House Bill 532 ensures that every child in an emergency situation has an agency
immediately responsible for their care and safety, regardless of residency. More importantly, it
places children in the hands of professionals trained to protect and support them, while allowing
law enforcement officers to return to their primary duty of keeping our communities safe.

This legislation passed unanimously out of the House Children and Human Services Committee
and received strong bipartisan support on the House floor, passing 91-1.

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify. I would be happy to answer any questions.



