Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and Members of the
Senate Judiciary Committee:

| am submitting this testimony in strong support of Senate Bill 163, introduced by Senators
Blessing and Johnson.

This crucial legislation addresses the rapid, unchecked advancement of technology by requiring
artificial intelligence-generated products to contain a watermark. Furthermore, it strictly prohibits
simulated child pornography and outlaws identity fraud using a replica of a person's persona.

For too long, the immense wealth and power of tech corporations have allowed digital
ecosystems to grow without ethical boundaries, often at the expense of everyday citizens.
Senate Bill 163 is a necessary step toward holding bad actors accountable. It creates civil
remedies and criminal penalties for violators, allowing the Attorney General to seek a civil
penalty of up to $10,000 if an Al-generated watermark is deliberately removed. It rightfully
criminalizes the use of a persona in a state of nudity or sexual activity without consent, and
specifically targets those using personas to violate child enticement or obscenity laws.

While | commend the primary sponsors and the two cosponsors, Senators DeMora and Ingram,
I must speak candidly to the rest of this General Assembly. It is genuinely terrifying that a bill
explicitly designed to protect our children and citizens from simulated exploitation has garnered
so little legislative backing. In a time where global conversations around child exploitation are at
the forefront of public consciousness—highlighted by horrific realities like the Epstein files—the
protection of children from having their likenesses abused should be a universal, unanimous
priority.

Instead, we consistently see this legislative body swiftly rally massive support behind
exclusionary, classist bills that target marginalized communities and underfund our public
institutions, yet hesitate when it comes to combating tangible digital violence against our youth.
The safety and dignity of human beings must always come before partisan culture wars or
corporate technological interests.

Senate Bill 163 is a positive, desperately needed piece of legislation that places the well-being
of our citizens over the profit-driven negligence of the tech industry.

| urge this committee to recognize the severity of digital exploitation, step up to protect our
vulnerable populations, and vote YES on Senate Bill 163.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



