
Thank you to Chairman Manning, Vice-Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and 
members of the Senate Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide 
proponent testimony on SB 163. 

Recently my 8 year old daughter was a victim of AI generated pornography. (CSAM)

The safest place we thought, our church, is where our nightmare began. 

It was a normal Friday, the kids were in school and my wife was at work. I got a call from the 
Chaplain from our church. He normally doesn’t call, so I let it go to voicemail. I received a stern 
voicemail saying “James I need you to call me immediately”

I called him back immediately, the chaplain said these words that hit me so hard. Two detectives 
showed up at the church asking for me to identify your daughter and wife in pictures that were 
obtained  from xx’s phone. They gave reason to believe that these pictures were from your 
facebook page and were used to create some provocative pictures of your daughter using AI. 

He said the detectives are on their way to your wife’s work. I tried calling my wife. She didn’t 
pick up. 3 calls later I said “ Hon listen two detectives are at your work. I need you to go talk to 
them. My wife shook and said “it was something out of a movie.” Two unmarked detectives cars 
showed up momentarily at my wife’s work. 

 They asked my wife to identify herself and my daughter in pictures that the perpetrator had on 
his phone. One picture was  of my daughter at a Christian camp that our family serves at and the 
other of her first day of school that I shared on my personal facebook page. 

The perpetrator took the pictures and using my daughter’s face put it on an adult nude body 
performing sexual acts using an AI app. 

The immediate emotions set in. Is my daughter’s image all over the internet being exploited. 
Was someone targeting my daughter for human trafficking, and then the “how could I let this 
happen, questions?” Immediately a course of action was planned. The plan was to limit and 
remove social media and content. 

Normally no issue, just shutoff social media. Not so easy when you manage 4 Facebook Meta 
Accounts for churches, accounting groups and local bands. Being in the public figure, I didn’t 



think much of it. Immediately, I hired a social media engineer. 

We called the school to remove any pictures of my kids from websites and social media, and put 
them on the no photo list. Every time the schools wanted to broadcast a livestream of a concert 
or take a picture of our kids, my wife and I were contacted. Oh I forgot, gotta call the 
gymnastics school seeing as my daughter was the poster child for their Christmas flyer last 
year. You never realize how many pictures you take of your kids and post on social media until 
you have to go through, remove and limit the audience. I called the two other churches my 
family serves at and had to get those pictures taken down from their social media pages and 
websites. I had to call my pastor and asked that all pictures of my kids be removed from 
programs and videos taken down. Our entire family serves on worship teams at all three 
churches. Oh let’s not forget calling the christian camp they went to and removing their images 
there. And then lastly had to ask my family and friends to remove any pictures they have 
posted. Having to reiterate that it was a non negotiable. 

The fear that my daughter was being targeted for human trafficking was the scariest. Security 
measures would have to be put into place. 

We met as a family and with a select few friends to make sure that if my wife and daughter were 
going to gymnastics late at night that they weren’t going alone. No more just running out at 
8:30PM to get something from Marc’s real quick. Also, a protection order was filed. What a 
lengthy process that was. The defendant agreed to the terms without a hearing and no 
testimony. Now you might think, is all that really necessary or relevant?Yes, see when an AI 
image is generated right now you don’t know where it came from and you don’t know what 
platforms it has been uploaded to as well. You don’t know the intent of the creator. SB 163 
stipulates specific language that allows traceable and common marked identifiers that needs to 
be industry standard for tech companies. Secondly, tech companies have to be held 
accountable and have the correct security measures in place to eliminate the creation of this 
material. If this was their kid they would care. They should want to know if their software is 
being used to create criminal activity and should be held accountable. 

My daughter is a fun, Christ loving, smart, strong, independent girl. To have to sit her down at 7 
yrs old and ask  her about her perpetrator is marked as one of the top 3 worst moments in my 
life. Her innocence just stripped by some pervert. For months my daughter would wake up from 
nightmares, crying, and fearing that someone was going to kidnap her. See in my house we 
teach the Bible, this past year 1 Peter 5:7 has weighed heavy in our minds and I have often 
repeated to my family “cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” My 11 yr old son, 
who has one job, protect your sister, cries because he thought the perpetrator was just always a 



good guy and “He would never do anything to hurt a kid, Dad!” You don’t have to touch a kid to 
hurt them I explained. My son , being the big brother hugging his sister and saying “I ll never let 
anyone hurt you!” 

So, we filed the police report, and wait for forensics to get done dumping the phone. Then the 
judicial process. We all know it’s a lengthy process. You all know as lawmakers how labor 
intensive that can be and then we work towards a conviction. Finally an indictment 3 months 
later. Still wondering who has my daughter’s image. Where was it distributed? Was it 
distributed. What tech company would allow this. 

So I started doing some research. 
While that is being done my child’s image is still exploited on the internet. The damage is done. 
And families like myself have little or no recourse. My daughter’s innocence stripped. 

Hire an attorney they say, sure if I had $5-10k to spend I absolutely would. Instead I have spent 
my career as a public servant working for the federal government. Let’s add fuel to the fire. This 
all happened during the longest government shutdown. I went to work every day to serve the 
American public as an excepted employee. I show up to work, do the job of 5 people, and then 
came home to think how we are gonna pay bills after being furloughed.  Took a second job as a 
handyman to make ends meet. The body of Christ poured its love on our family. All while 
worrying about how to keep my family safe. Am I doing enough, as a father?

As a coach, worship leader, and servant in my community I want nothing more than to keep kids 
and families safe. My job is to protect and provide for my family. 

45 states have statues in place. Ohio remains behind in that race. 

Did you know that these types of cases are up over 400% since 1/1/25. 

The United States Sentencing Commission  in 2024 Of the 61,678 cases reported in fiscal year 
2024, 1,375 involved child pornography. Child pornography offenses have increased by 34.4% 
since fiscal year 2020. Now times that by 400%. 

Almost 50% of individuals sentenced for child pornography were sentenced for possessing 
child pornography. 

The infrastructure of the judicial system cannot effectively support the amount of cases they 
have. For 6 weeks we waited on forensic material from a single cell phone due to the lack of 
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resources the county had.  The average judicial time in Ohio is 1-2 years. 

That’s a year or two of  our kids life they can’t get back. There is no redo button. 

I am asking for your consideration of 4 items: 
Let’s put zeal behind the actions to get this to the Governors desk. Our kids and parents 
deserve that. 
That when a minor is exploited if the image matches a victim that has been identified, 
using facial recognition or by confirmation of interrogation that immediate action be taken 
to remove all content of the victim on all platforms, so that it helps to prevent a safety risk 
for our children. 
Specific language in the article should state that an artificially generated picture of a 
minor is considered either a partial or a full image of that minor. Exactly as it is written in 
2907.01 of the Ohio revised code. Based on the definition of a fabricated sexual image. 
(Face swapping)
Tech companies have to be held accountable for their lack of security in combating the 
exploitation of our children. Watermarks help to create a necessary digital footprint to the 
creator 

Take a common sense approach. 

Example: 
Thorn’s Safer technology is available to businesses via the Amazon Web Services (AWS) 
Marketplace so they can proactively identify and address CSAM on their services.

CS Lewis once said 
“Since it is so likely that (children) will meet cruel enemies, let them at least have heard of brave 
knights and heroic courage. Otherwise you are making their destiny not brighter but darker". My 
prayer is that you will be the brave knights and have the heroic courage to pass this bill to keep 
Ohio children safe. 

In all this my wife and I will continue to pray over you as a body of legislators and that this 
testimony today would resonate with you as you pick up your kids from school and tuck them in 
tonight. Maybe you have grandkids. Protect their future. 

My faith lead me here today to be an advocate for families that do not have a voice. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify on SB 163 and the urgency to get this passed. I 
would be happy to answer any questions the committee may have.

In Christ’s Love, 



James Stringer 


