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Chair Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of the 

Senate Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide proponent testimony on 

House Bill 86. My name is Torey Hollingsworth, and I am the Executive Director of the Ohio 

CDC Association (OCDCA), a statewide membership organization of over 250 locally based 

rural and urban nonprofits that work to rebuild neighborhoods and help Ohioans build wealth and 

improve their quality of life. Our members are community development corporations, often 

known as CDCs, who promote wealth building through creating opportunities for 

homeownership, small business development, and more. 

 

Our members are deeply engaged in the work of stabilizing communities, increasing access to 

safe and affordable housing, and supporting long-term economic vitality. This work often takes 

place in partnership with local governments, nonprofit organizations, and critically, Ohio’s land 

banks. 

 

Land banks play a central role in addressing vacant, abandoned, and tax-delinquent properties 

that can otherwise destabilize neighborhoods and undermine local investment. By acquiring, 

maintaining, and returning these properties to productive use, land banks help lay the 

groundwork for the kind of revitalization our members work every day to achieve. 

 

House Bill 86 is an important step forward because it expands the tools available to land banks, 

allowing them to operate more effectively and respond more strategically to local housing and 

redevelopment needs. Strengthening land banks ultimately strengthens the broader ecosystem of 

community development organizations that rely on their work to move projects forward. 

 

In many communities, particularly those facing persistent disinvestment or population loss, the 

challenges posed by vacant and blighted properties are complex and resource-intensive. When 

land banks have greater flexibility and capacity, it directly enhances our members’ ability to 

deliver housing, support neighborhood stability, and attract new investment. 

 

House Bill 86 recognizes this interconnected work. By equipping land banks with additional 

tools, the bill will increase their impact and, in turn, expand what is possible for community 

development efforts across the state. This is especially important at a time when many  

 



 

 

 

 

communities are working to address housing shortages while also managing the legacy of long-

term vacancy and blight. 

 

On behalf of the Ohio CDC Association and our members, I respectfully urge your support for 

House Bill 86. Thank you for your time and consideration.  

 


