Testimony in Support of HB 338

Good morning Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-
Hudson, and members of the Senate Judiciary Committee. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify before you today. My name is Kim King. I am a Sgt. at a maximum security facility
known as Southern Ohio Correctional Facility, located in Lucasville. I have been with DRC for
18 years, all spent at SOCF.

All the incarcerated individuals at SOCF are classified as high security individuals. Some
are due to their continued behavior while at SOCF, continuing to assault staff on a regular basis.
From physical assaults to throwing urine and feces on staff members, typically these individuals
do get charged and prosecuted for these actions; however, it is usually 6 months they receive for
their actions. We have several individuals that are close to going home, so typically they will
assault staff by bombing them out, which means throwing urine and feces on the staff. Due to the
fact they sometimes are so close to going home, they know they will get out before having to
return to serve their 6 month sentence. Several individuals will state to you that they can do 6
months standing on their head, that "that ain't nothing."

At the beginning of January of this year, I started working for DYS at Indian River
Juvenile Facility due to their staff shortage. I volunteered to work up there every weekend on my
days off. Their staff shortage is due to the many assaults that take place at that facility. These are
juveniles that are 15 or 16 years old, who will go home at the age of 21, so basically there are no
consequences for them. So basically, they feel as if they can do what they want because in their
mind they are out the door at 21 no matter what.

On March 28th, 2026, I was working at Indian River. I was working a unit by myself,
which is against policy and procedure. However, due to them having no staff, that is what has to
be done. They tell you to move one youth at a time for the restroom call. I had gotten a youth out
for the restroom. For no reason at all and without warning, he punches me in the face, knocked
me unconscious, stole my keys and radio, and let other youth out from their rooms. When he
returned to me, he took the pepper spray off my person and pepper sprayed me while I was still
out. [ believe that is what made me wake up when I got sprayed. I then staggered to the door
waiting for help. Luckily, there was a case manager in the very back of the unit who heard a lot
of commotion, which was the youth that had been let out by the one who had assaulted me. They
began destroying everything in the unit, including all the sprinklers, which caused the unit to
flood. It took response 4 minutes to get to me. That one inmate, or any of the others that were
out, could have killed me in seconds. They also went in a couple of the youth's rooms and
assaulted them as well.

I had to be taken by ambulance to the hospital. I had a severe concussion, bruised ribs,
face and eyes swollen black and blue, fractured teeth, sprain of the right shoulder joint, strain of
the muscle and tendon at neck level, strain of muscle and tendon of back of thorax, sprain in my



left shoulder joint, and contusion of the head. I am still currently off work since the assault. I am
going through physical therapy and also going through mental therapy.

That is why I am here testifying today in support of HB 338, also known as Andy's Law.
I strongly feel if the incarcerated individuals knew they would be facing an additional 5-7 years
for the choices they made in assaulting staff, I feel strongly that a lot of them would change their
mind on doing it. I also feel if they want to be that person that wants to better themself to get
home and back to the community, and also be able to get their level dropped to get to a lower
security institution to gain more privileges, then Andy's Law would be successful in the
individuals making the better choices in which all staff working in corrections would be a lot
safer and less assaulted, and would definitely make a huge difference in the DYS facilities.

Thank you for your time and consideration on HB 338.



