Ohio Senate Judiciary Committee
Proponent Testimony: HB 338
Percy Pitzer and Steve Spaulding, Creative Corrections

Chairman Manning, thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding House Bill 338,
Andy's Law.

| support the intent of HB 338 and appreciate the General Assembly's commitment to improving
safety within Ohio's correctional institutions. Correctional officers perform difficult and often
dangerous work, and the state has an obligation to ensure they have the tools, policies, and
protections necessary to safely perform their duties. The tragic circumstances that gave rise to
this legislation demonstrate the serious risks faced by corrections professionals every day.

As the Committee considers HB 338, | respectfully request consideration of an amendment
establishing an independent review process for all in-custody deaths occurring within Ohio's
correctional institutions.

Such a review process would not diminish the bill's focus on officer safety. Rather, it would
strengthen public confidence in Ohio's correctional system by ensuring that deaths occurring
while an individual is in state custody receive a thorough, objective, and transparent review.
Independent reviews can identify operational deficiencies, training needs, medical care
concerns, mental health issues, facility conditions, or other systemic factors that may contribute
to future tragedies.

Specifically, | recommend that the bill be amended to require:

1. Independent review of all inmate deaths occurring in state correctional institutions;

2. Participation by individuals or entities not directly employed by the institution where the

death occurred;

Written findings and recommendations focused on prevention and system improvement;

4. Annual reporting of aggregate findings to the General Assembly and the public while
protecting confidential information.
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Ohio has an opportunity to advance a comprehensive approach to correctional safety—one that
protects correctional staff, promotes accountability, improves institutional operations, and
strengthens public trust.

HB 338 seeks to address serious challenges within our correctional system. Adding an
independent in-custody death review provision would further that goal by creating a mechanism
for continuous improvement and ensuring that lessons are learned whenever a death occurs in
state custody.

Thank you for your consideration and | respectfully urge the Committee to favorably report HB
338 with the addition of an amendment establishing independent in-custody death reviews.



Respectfully submitted,

Percy Pitzer and Steve Spaulding
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