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Chairman Manning, Vice Chair Reynolds, Ranking Member Hicks-Hudson, and members of 

the Senate Judiciary Committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor 

testimony on House Bill 252. 

 

Ohio is the only state that requires “force,” “stealth,” or “deception” in its legal definition of 

burglary. The court is left to debate how a person portrays stealth and deception in their 

actions and facial expressions. House Bill 252 makes an important change by removing 

these three words and instead creating a mens rea of “knowingly.” 

 

This change is an important update to the law regarding burglary. Entering a property with 

the intent to commit a crime is dangerous regardless of how access to the property was 

obtained. Whether an intruder enters an open door or a closed door should not dictate 

whether a felony can be charged. 

 

Chairman Manning and members of the committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify 

on this important legislation. We are happy to answer any questions. 


