Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee,

My name is Kayle Eads, and | am writing as a friend of an incarcerated individual in Ohio. Thank
you for allowing me to share my concerns regarding House Bill 338.

| understand that incarceration is intended to be a consequence for criminal behavior. However,
| am deeply concerned that portions of this bill could take away some of the very things that
help incarcerated individuals grow, rehabilitate, and maintain healthy relationships with the
people who care about them.

As someone who has maintained a friendship with an incarcerated individual for years, | have
had the opportunity to witness firsthand how important visitation and communication are. |
have also seen the positive changes that can happen when a person has access to support,
education, faith, and meaningful connections with the outside world.

One of my greatest concerns is the impact this bill could have on contact visitation. Currently,
we are only allowed two contact visits per month. When you only get two opportunities each
month to see someone you care about, every minute matters.

For those few short hours, we are able to sit face-to-face at a table, have real conversations,
laugh, share stories, and simply enjoy being in each other's presence. For a brief moment, you
can almost forget where you are. You can forget about the fences, the uniforms, and the prison
walls and just focus on the person sitting across from you.

The hugs at the beginning and end of those visits mean more than words can explain. To many
people, a hug may seem insignificant. To those of us who love and support someone who is
incarcerated, it is everything. It is reassurance. It is comfort. It is a reminder that they are still
loved, still valued, and still human.

No video screen, phone call, or conversation through glass can replace that human connection.
Being able to sit across from someone, look them in the eye, and embrace them reminds both
of you that the relationship still exists despite the circumstances.

| am also deeply concerned about any reduction in access to communication tablets. These
tablets have become a lifeline not only for incarcerated individuals but also for the people who
care about them.

Through phone calls and messaging, we are able to stay connected between visits, encourage
one another, and continue building meaningful relationships. Communication helps reduce
isolation and allows incarcerated individuals to remain connected to positive influences in their
lives.



Over the years, | have personally seen the difference tablet access has made in my friend's life.
Since these resources became available, | have watched him become more informed, more
thoughtful, and more focused on personal growth. Through educational materials available on
the tablet, he has expanded his knowledge and challenged himself to continue learning despite
being incarcerated.

He also uses the tablet to stay informed about current events and the world around him
through access to news. This allows him to remain engaged with society and better prepared for
life after prison. It gives him the ability to understand what is happening beyond the prison
walls and continue learning about the world he will one day return to.

Equally important is access to religious content. | have seen how faith has positively impacted
his life. Through religious studies and faith-based resources available on the tablet, he has found
guidance, accountability, hope, and purpose. His faith has helped him navigate difficult
circumstances and encouraged him to become a better person.

When we talk today, | see a different person than | did years ago. | see someone who has
matured, taken accountability, invested in self-improvement, strengthened his faith, and worked
to become a better man. Communication, education, access to information, and family and
friend support have all played a role in that transformation.

If our goal is rehabilitation, then we should protect the tools that encourage rehabilitation.
Limiting contact visits, reducing communication opportunities, or restricting access to
educational, religious, and informational resources risks taking away some of the very things
that inspire positive change.

| respectfully ask this Committee to consider the impact House Bill 338 may have on
incarcerated individuals and the families and friends who support them. Please protect contact
visitation, preserve access to communication tablets, and continue supporting opportunities for
education, faith, and personal growth.

The loss of freedom is the punishment. The opportunity to remain connected, continue
learning, strengthen one's faith, and maintain human relationships should remain part of the
path toward rehabilitation.

Thank you for your time, consideration, and service to the people of Ohio.
Respectfully,

Kayle Eads
Friend of an Incarcerated Ohio Resident



