Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and Members of the Committee,

My name is Sylvia Ross, | am 16 years old, and | am the niece of an incarcerated individual in
Ohio. Thank you for allowing me to share my thoughts regarding House Bill 338.

My uncle has been incarcerated for a period of time, and although he is not physically present
in my everyday life, he remains an important person to me. One of the main ways we stay
connected is through the communication tablets available within the prison system.

The tablet allows us to message each other, talk about what is happening in our lives, and
maintain a relationship despite the distance between us. Without that communication, it would
be much harder for me to stay connected to someone who has always been an important part
of my family.

What many people may not realize is that our conversations are not just casual check-ins. My
uncle often shares things he learns through the educational resources available on the tablet.
He encourages me to stay focused in school, teaches me about topics he has been studying, and
reminds me of the importance of learning and making good choices for my future.

He also helps keep me informed about what is happening in the world. Through access to news
and current events on the tablet, he is able to discuss important topics with me and encourage
me to think critically about the world around me. Even while incarcerated, he continues to be a
positive influence in my life by encouraging me to stay informed and educated.

Perhaps most importantly, my uncle helps strengthen my faith. Through the religious resources
available on the tablet, he studies scripture and shares what he learns with me. He encourages
me to pray, trust God, and stay grounded in my beliefs. Some of our most meaningful
conversations have been about faith, forgiveness, hope, and becoming a better person.

The access he has to religious materials allows him to continue growing spiritually, and that
growth has had a positive impact on me as well. His encouragement reminds me that faith can
help people overcome challenges and become stronger individuals.

House Bill 338 concerns me because | worry about anything that could limit communication
between incarcerated individuals and their families or reduce access to the educational,
religious, and informational resources available through these tablets.

The tablet is more than a device. For families like mine, it is a bridge that keeps relationships
alive. It allows incarcerated individuals to continue learning, stay informed, strengthen their
faith, and remain connected to the people who love them.



My uncle's ability to access educational materials, news, and religious content has helped him
become a positive influence in my life despite the circumstances of his incarceration. | believe
these opportunities should be protected, not reduced.

| respectfully ask the Committee to consider the impact this legislation could have on young
family members like me who rely on these forms of communication and connection.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Respectfully,

Sylvia Ross
Age 16
Niece of an Incarcerated Ohio Resident



