
Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Committee, 

My name is Douglas Calhoun, and I am the uncle of an incarcerated individual currently serving 

time in an Ohio correctional institution. Thank you for allowing me to submit testimony 

regarding House Bill 338. 

While I understand the desire to improve safety and accountability within Ohio's prisons, I am 

deeply concerned about provisions that could reduce family visitation opportunities and restrict 

access to communication tablets. 

As an uncle, I have watched my nephew struggle through incarceration while trying to maintain 

relationships with the people who still love and support him. Family connections are one of the 

few positive influences available to many incarcerated individuals. Visits allow us to encourage 

him, hold him accountable, and remind him that he still has a family waiting for him when he 

returns home. 

The communication tablets have also become an important part of maintaining our relationship. 

They allow us to stay connected between visits, share family updates, offer emotional support, 

and help him remain involved in the lives of his loved ones. For families who live hours away, 

have health issues, or cannot afford frequent travel, these tablets are often the only realistic way 

to maintain consistent contact. 

If House Bill 338 results in fewer visitation opportunities or reduced access to communication 

devices, families like mine will suffer alongside our incarcerated loved ones. The punishment 

should be the loss of freedom—not the loss of meaningful family relationships that help 

encourage rehabilitation and successful reentry. 

Strong family connections reduce isolation, promote better behavior, and provide hope for the 

future. When inmates maintain healthy relationships with supportive family members, everyone 

benefits—including the institutions, the communities they will eventually return to, and Ohio 

taxpayers. 

I respectfully ask the Committee to carefully consider the impact this legislation may have on 

families and to preserve opportunities for visitation and communication whenever possible. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Respectfully, 

Douglas Calhoun 

Uncle of an Incarcerated Ohio Resident 

 


